
 

Recently I was with a group of men who shared their desire to regularly meet 

with God.  For some, their UP relationship with Jesus had gotten lost in the demands of 

life, work, and family.  These guys wanted to Grow UPward.  What ensued was a sharing 

of helpful devotional tools and ways to connect with God and grow in our faith.  Some 

use Our Daily Bread (stories plus the Scriptures).  Many suggested downloading the Bible 

App (various reading plans and topics, along with accountability reminders).  

 I was blessed to hear these guys spiritually encourage each other on their faith 

journey.  Godliness and Manliness go hand in hand.  Lately, I’ve been reading Oswald 

Chamber’s My Utmost for His Highest.  Pondering his words and sitting with the 

Scriptures, I wrote the following based on Jesus’ familiar words in Matthew 11:28.   

"Come to Me".  I have often isolated this invitation of Jesus to the words that 

follow it.  I knew Jesus desired to give the weary and burdened a place to rest in Him.  But 

this invitation of Jesus is not intended to offer a permission slip to take a nap or drop the 

ball on genuine responsibilities.  "Come to Me" is preceded by Jesus' aim to reveal the 

Father, thus Himself, to those who dare humble themselves and open themselves to 

Him.  Oswald Chambers says, "When you hear these words you will know that something 

must happen in you before you can come... The Holy Spirit will locate the one 

impregnable thing in you, but He cannot budge it unless you are willing to let Him" (My 

Utmost for His Highest, Oct 8th).   

We are not dragged, enticed, tricked, or bullied to "come to Him."  We are 

invited, "called out of darkness into His wonderful light" (1 

Peter 2:9).  When we choose to approach Him, we often 

must leave something behind - a "know it all" mentality or 

"I can handle this" approach.  It is to the childlike, the 

humble and weak, who the Father reveals the hidden 

things (Matt 11:25).  Philosophizing and intellectualizing 

(i.e. the "wise and clever") will not uncover revelations or the hidden things of God.  No, 

only obedience to the invitation; an action step of humility and surrender will accomplish 

that.  It is the revealing of the Father that brings rest to the weary soul.  At that point, the 

hurried life, the recurring habit, the unhealthy relationship, the tormenting lie, the 

crippling guilt, and the selfish pride are replaced by the truth of who Jesus is and what we 

can become/do with Him.  We need not look anywhere else, for the "Father has 

entrusted everything" to Him (11:27).  Isn’t it time you respond to His invitation? 

Growing UP 
By Pastor Kurt 

We are not dragged, 

enticed, tricked, or bullied 

to "come to Jesus."  

 We are invited! 



 
R

U
M

IN
A

TI
O

N
S

 
FR

O
M

 P
A

S
TO

R
 R

O
N

 

Page 2 



 

Page 3 

C
O

N
G

R
EG

A
TIO

N
A

L LIFE 



Page 4 

 We appreciate your prayers, encouraging words, cards, 

and expressions of kindness during Pastor Appreciation 

Month and throughout the year.  We feel blessed to be a 

part of a congregation who cares for their pastors and their 

families.  Together we say Thank You! “The Lord bless you 

and keep you; the Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you; the Lord turn His face toward you and 

give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26   
 

 Pastors Kurt, Ron, and Tim 

 We offer our sympathies to the family of Bill Leonhard Sr., 

father of Bill Leonhard, at his passing on Thursday, 

October 10. Services were held at Congregational Christian 

Church. 

Prayer Cards  

The ivory prayer cards in the pews are available for 

any prayer requests. You may place the card in the 

offering plate or leave it in the church office.  

Prayer Room 

The Prayer Room is located just outside the sanctuary 

door to the children’s wing. Except for Wednesdays 

when it’s Lisa’s office, the Prayer Room is available for 

prayer whenever the church is open. During each of 

the Sunday morning services, someone is praying in 

there for you, the congregation of FBC.  

Prayer Service  

A prayer service is held each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in 

the library. It consists of guided prayer time and 

spontaneous scripture reading. Adults, teens, and kids 

welcome.  

We extend our sympathies to the family of Robert (Bob) 

Metzger, father of our Maintenance Coordinator Gerald 

Metzger, at his passing on October 16. Services were held at 

the Old German Baptist Brethren West Manchester 

Meeting House . 

Our sincere sympathies to the family of Violet Mae 

Forrester, mother of Tracy Godoy-Forrester, at her passing 

on  October 28. Services  will be held November 3 at 

Deckerville Bible Church in Deckerville, MI.  

 

December 2 
Advent begins 

 

December 8 
REACH Christmas box delivery 

Angel Tree skating party 

 

December 24 
Christmas Eve Services 

AHEAD  
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November reminds us of the changing season and the importance of gratitude. 
As we begin preparation for Thanksgiving and Advent, spend time together as a 
family naming something you are thankful for each day, and after Thanksgiving 
pick up a family Advent calendar to share together! 
 

FAMILY PICTURES!  This month we are collecting family pictures of our kids 
and their families along with our volunteers and their families.  Each classroom 
will have an envelope labeled “Family Photos” to put them in.   Be watching the 
hallways and bulletin boards showing how we partner together in growing 
families of faith! 
 

Operation Christmas Child is a great way to connect kids with sharing Jesus’ 
love around the world.  As you pack and bring in your shoeboxes, pray together 
for the child who will receive your box and then keep 
praying throughout the year that they continue to grow in 
the Good News that was shared with them that you are 
part of!  
 

CHRISTMAS SHARING  

This year, instead of having a traditional Christmas 
program on one day, we are spreading out our sharing 
through the month of December.  We are asking kids in 
1st -6th grade to sign up for a talent they would like to 

share during the month of December.  Some will share during the adult worship 
services, others will share artwork/crafts in the Gathering Area, still more will 
share through acts of service such as caroling or delivering food boxes.  Some 
may do a little of everything! Both Garden (pre-K) and LOFT(1st-6th grade)  kids 
will have a large group presentation on one Sunday in December.  

Elementary kids: Be thinking of creative ideas you and your friends/family could 
share and sign up on the bulletin board in the 5th Street stairwell.  Make a 
diorama of the Nativity scene, paint or draw a picture (we will have nice paper 
provided,)  present a dance or sing a Christmas song with a group of friends, 
read a Christmas poem, play an instrument, what other ideas do you have?  Sign 
up soon!  You will then be given information on when we need your 
presentation.  Have fun celebrating the season!  

 

ONLINE PARENTING VIDEOS: Sign up any time to have these encouraging 
emails and videos sent to your inbox.  Just let Nicole (office@nmfbc.org ) know 
you’re in! Do you find yourself STILL prompting your child to say thank you?  
When does it become automatic? This month’s topic: Building Gratefulness in 
My Child. Get together with another family to discuss your thoughts.  
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9:15-10:15 AM  

The JH class meets in Room 101. 
HS meets in the back of the Fellowship Hall. 

 
WEDNESDAY YOUTH GROUP, 6:15-7:45 PM 

For all students in 7th-12th grades.  
We start with dinner at 6:15  

and meet in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

 
 

 

FIFTH QUARTERS 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16 and FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

Basketball season 5th Quarters! After these Friday night home games,  
Junior High students are invited to walk over to the JH Gym for 5th Quarter.  

Ends at 11:00pm, and costs $1.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

JH MOVIE NIGHT @ COLLETTS 
6:00-8:30 PM, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18 

This event is for 7th and 8th grade students.  
Bring a snack to share, and invite your friends! 

*The Colletts’ address is 7402 N 400 E.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

ReCONNECT @ CAMP SHIPSHEWANA 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16 TO SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18 

This fall retreat is open to Junior and Senior High students. Cost is only $45.  
Registration forms are available outside Pastor Tim’s office.  

 
 
 

 

looking ahead: 

YOUTH GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY 
6:15-7:45 PM, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19 

It’s gonna be a par-tay! Get it on your calendar 
and invite your closest 100 friends!  
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28 – Larry Montel 
        Hadley Pyle 
29 – Tyson Callaway 
        Steven McDowell 
30 – Tiara Lincoln 
 

Anniversaries 
  3 – Jake & Sarah Longanecker ‘05 
  5 – Steve & Romia Olsen ‘77 
18 – Greg & Suzanna Hicks ‘78 
19 – Garen & Susan Bushong ‘77 
26 – Greg & Faith Miller ‘05 
        Billy & Julie Yarnelle ‘89 
27 – Darren Gay & Teresa Martin ‘04 

November 
  Birthdays 
  1 – Jeanne Dolby 
        Aaron Godoy-Forrester 
  3 – Ben McLaughlin 
        Blake Pohler 
        Bronwyn Harris 
  4 – Stella Pyle 
        Chayanne Martin 
  5 – Gavin Mize 
        Lillian Herrmann 
  6 – Lisa Ruppert 
         Alex Newell 
  7 – Chris Frantz 
         Kalissa Otto 
  8 – Stacy Floor 
  9 – Joyce McBride 
10 – Mike Clifton 
        Darrien Jones 
11 – David Pyle 
13 – Teresa Mize 

17 – Anita Shelton 
        Janelle Walters 
        Lacy Trump 
18 – Kelly Bordeaux 
19 – Brett Miller  
        William Anguilm 
        Allison Ramseier 
20 – Jordan Michel 
21 – Shaun Callaway 
22 – Bekah Callaway 
        Alexis Otto 
23 – Erica McKinley 
24 – Steve Searles 
25 – Ryan Anguilm 
        Jason Lauer 
        Tera Peden 
27 – Marcy Pratt 
        Martin Hernandez 

First Brethren Church 

Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29 

Reading Plan Bookmark     
2018 

 
November        Isaiah 

  5                                  1-2 

  6                                  3-4 

  7                                  5-6 

  8                                  7-8 

  9                                  9-10 

 
12                               11-12 

13                               13-14 

14                               15-16 

15                               17-18 

16                               19-20 

 
19                               21-22 

20                               23-24 

21                            25-26 

22                            27-28 

23                            29-30 

 
26                             31-32 

27                             33-34 

28                             35-36 

29                             37-38 

30                             39-40 
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