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FEAR OF JUDGEMENT 
By Pastor Kurt Stout 

A comedian once said, “I’m not afraid to die, I just don’t want to be there when it happens.”  Since death is 
unavoidable and doesn’t discriminate, we all must “prepare to meet our Maker” (Amos 4:12).  In a recent sermon on 
this topic I mentioned how everyone, including believers, will face judgement for all our deeds.  I was asked how this 
fits with Scriptures that indicate our sins are “removed as far as the east is from the west”.  Otherwise, standing 

before Christ our Judge might be a fearful encounter rather than a joy filled experience. 

I do believe God can be taken at His word.  Therefore, the Word becomes our helpful guide, even if sometimes it 
appears to be contradictory.  One day we’ll all know with certainty, but in the meantime, what do the Scriptures 

reveal? 

There are several references that indicate God removes our sins as far as the east is from the west or that He will 
not remember our sins (Heb 10:17-18; Jer 31:34; Ps 103:12; Isaiah 43:25; Heb 8:12; Isaiah 38:17).  It’s from these 
that the saying “God forgives and forgets” is extracted, but these texts don’t actually say God forgets.  Our 
understanding of “not remembering” is connected to our human forgetfulness, which is not the case with God.  He is 
all-knowing (Psalm 107:4-5; 139:1-4; Matt 10:30; Prov 15:3; 1 Chron 28:9).  Nothing is hidden from Him and the 
capacity to forget just doesn’t fit the character of who God is as described in His Word.  So, what do the passages 
about God “not remembering” mean?  The sentiment is more that God chooses to not hold our sins against us.  He 
doesn’t “treat us as our sins deserve” (Ps 103:10).  God treats us according to the righteousness of Christ (2 Cor 

5:21) and in this way He “forgets” our sins. 

Unlike God, sometimes when we bring something up from the past (i.e. a wound someone caused us) our intent is 
less noble.  We tend to use it to shame, evoke more guilt, or manipulate.  God’s intent for accounting the various 
pieces of our past is nothing like that.  His aim is not to diminish or humiliate us.  He will not rub our past in our 
noses to cause us pain and shame.  In no way should we consider this “judgement” as a destructive force.  It 

enhances our thankfulness and understanding of grace and mercy. 

So what’s the purpose of passages that do reference a judgement time for all people, including believers (Ecc 
12:14; Matt 12:36; Rev 20:12; 1 Cor 3:13-15; Rom 14:10-12, and the verses I referenced in the sermon 2 Cor 5:10 
and Heb 9:27)?  For starters, judgement and condemnation should not be confused as the same thing.  Romans 8:1 
still stands, “There is no longer any condemnation….”  Grace and mercy still exist.  When we confess, God 
completely forgives and cleanses us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).  Judgement in these passages is more 

associated with accountability.   

In an essence, we are not necessarily judged, but our works are.  Our actions and attitudes, motives and manners 
are assessed by God, and He rewards us on the basis of what we’ve done or didn’t do, the good and the bad.  As 1 
Cor 3 outlines, “it’s all burned up and what remains will last.”  I don’t envision this accounting as something that’s 
public to the hall of Heaven.  Christ’s Judgement Day is a time in which our lives are reviewed and we catch a 
glimpse of what grace really is.  It will cause us to be extremely grateful.  It will provide a venue to offer God back 
the rewards which we’ve “earned” in obedience (Rom 2:6).  Since there isn’t pride or jealousy in Heaven, it’s not a 
showy kind of encounter.  Rather, this will be a humble, thankful, even joyful time.  If God is to say “Well done, my 
good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:23), then there is some kind of life-evaluation that occurs for both believers 

and unbelievers. 

How we live after giving our lives to Christ matters.  It’s not a “keep on sinning so that grace can abound” (Rom 8:2) 
kind of approach.  God doesn’t want us to live in shame and fear, but He does want us to have accountability to help 
us pursue right things in the right ways.  This is why you will find accountability sprinkled throughout the Bible, 
encouraging us to even “confess our sins one to another” (James 5:16).  God says this because He knows 
accountability and confession help to inspire people to live a faithful life that has as its mission a goal to please Him 
(2 Cor 5:9).  If God encourages accountability here and now, it makes sense that He would also include 
accountability beyond this life as a way to spur (Heb 10:24) righteous living among His followers. (see also 

Biblegateway.com tough questions with RC Sproul) 

May our lives reflect His goodness and may we hear “Well done”, which will be to His glory not ours. 
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https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2012.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2012.28-29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2010.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deuteronomy%2010.20-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2012.5-11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2012.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2012.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.38-39
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2013.5
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“To dare 

means to try 

something 

that makes us 

afraid.  Joseph 

didn’t wait for 

his fear to go 

away; instead, 

he...acted in 

spite of his 

fear.” 
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https://www.huffingtonpost.com/jessica-kastner/top-5-scriptures-that-ban_b_11786842.html  
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10 Things Christians Fear the Most  
(but shouldn’t) 

Not Afraid 
By Kim Walker-Smith 
 

Last year, my two young sons were struggling with fear at night 
when it was time to go to bed. We would pray with them, turn on 
a nightlight, surround them with hundreds of stuffed animals, and 
even let our dog, Stella, sleep with them. But they would still wake up in the night, shaking and terrified of the 
dark. We finally realized that this was an attack on them and we needed to teach them and equip them to 
fight.  

One night when we were tucking them in, we explained to them that Jesus has given them power over fear. 
We told them that fear is nothing compared to Jesus and His strength. We told them that they needed to tell 
fear to leave. That night, my oldest son put his hands on his chest and hit his chest with every word that 
came out of his mouth as he said, “NO FEAR IN HERE!” His younger brother chimed in, shouting and 
smacking his chest as well. It’s become part of their routine every night, to shout at fear and tell it to leave. 
They haven’t struggled anymore!  

Even young children can grasp the power Jesus gives us to triumph over fear! The Bible is loaded with sto-
ries and verses, reminding us that there is no fear in perfect Love and that God drives out all fear. God re-
minds us over and over to not fear, because He is with us always. He will never leave us nor forsake us and 
there is nothing that could separate us from His love.  

When you are life surrendered to Jesus, you can trust His guidance and trust that He will see you through 
every circumstance and storm. Don’t lean on your own strength, but lean on His and His alone. Take hold of 
that promise today! Command fear to leave and walk boldly in the confidence Jesus gives you! 
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Friends, Caleb and I are writing to inform you that we will 

no longer be serving as Global Partners with the Brethren 

Church. Our passion and call to reach Chileans for Christ 

have not diminished, and we will continue to minister as 

we are able regardless of our status with the Brethren Church. Even though we will not be in Chile as full-

time church planters, we will continue to collaborate on projects periodically in the future with The 

Brethren Church and with individual members who have developed connections with the Puertas Ministry. 

Over the past few years, it has become increasingly difficult to support ourselves financially in Chile. Caleb 

recently left for Switzerland to work with a nephew while I remained alone in Chile to continue with Bible 

studies and orphanage work, a less than ideal situation. At the same time, our financial needs have 

increased with two of our children in college in the US and one more on the way next year. Even though 

they are young adults, our children still need our support, a responsibility we underestimated. A 

responsibility we will have for the next five years. At the same time, my parents’ health continues to fail, 

and it is important that I have the freedom to travel as needed. Planting a church and discipling others 

requires a significant level of consistency. Without financial stability, it has been challenging to be 

consistent and focus only on the ministry. We have been hoping and praying that our situation would 

somehow resolve itself, but we have realized that we are not going to be able to provide for our family 

and dedicate ourselves fully to the task of planting a church in Papudo at this time. 

During this transition, we will continue to provide support and guidance for the small group of believers 

that have been gathered. The Brethren Church will continue to support the group with study materials and 

materials for the orphanage outreach. 

Please continue to keep Sara and Elio in your prayers as they take on the leadership of the small group and 

for Sara and two other women, Sari and Priscilla, as they continue outreach at the girl's orphanage. 

We are truly grateful to the Global Partners team and our Brethren tribe who have encouraged and 

supported us throughout the years. Caleb and I have been reflecting and celebrating the many amazing 

things that God has done and allowed us to be a part of since the beginning of Puertas' ministry in 2008. 

As we read through this list of events over the past ten years, we remember all the faces, conversations, 

laughter and things God has done through the Puertas Ministry. 

God is good. The list above will most likely begin to have longer gaps between events, but we like to 

think of ourselves as ¨in the reserves¨. For the moment we need to focus on our family and getting our 

boys through college and are also looking forward to what God has in store for us in this next chapter. 

Many Blessings,  

Caleb and Tracy Godoy  
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Is it time for you to attend a Brethren Way of Christ weekend? The next offerings will be held in October 

(Faith Quest, for teens, is in November).   

Brethren Way of Christ is….  

• A three day retreat which takes a New Testament look at Christianity as a lifestyle.  

• A highly structured weekend designed to strengthen and renew the faith of Christian people and through 

them, their families, churches and the environment in which they live and work.  

• A united effort of laity and clergy to aid congregations in developing Christian leaders who will feel so 

renewed and empowered that the church will likewise be renewed. 

If you are interested or would like more information, please see Mark Hill, Steve Searles, Cindy Pyle, 

Heather Winger or a pastor. Informational brochures and applications are available in the gathering area. 

You can also visit brethrenway.wordpress.com 

September 30th is an Orange Sunday with two opportunities to participate:  

1. Wear orange and sit together as a family in worship. 
Orange is the result of the Home (red) and the Church (yellow) coming together to disciple the next gen-
eration of Christ-followers. On months with a 5th Sunday we take time to recognize and celebrate this 

partnership. Wear your favorite orange clothing as a visual reminder and worship with your family! 

Garden (0-K) programming will run on its usual schedule. 
 

2. Introduce your children to the meaning of communion at our Orange Communion Service. 
This memorable family-friendly service will be held in the Fellowship Hall from 6:30-8:00 pm. It includes a 
light meal, feet-washing option, and bread and cup elements. Bring a benevolent donation or canned 

good for REACH and come enjoy this special evening of remembrance and celebration with your family!  

Childcare for 0-K will be available. Please contact the office ASAP if  
you think you may use it so we can plan appropriately.  

Today the congregation (attending believers) is invited to suggest names for individuals to serve on the 
Diaconate Leadership Council (DLC) and on each of the Ministries. Take some time to fast and prayerfully 
consider who you feel may best serve in these leadership positions.  Perhaps you feel led to serve. 
Confirmation of DLC members will likely take place in mid-October, while the Ministry positions will be se-
lected at the annual congregational meeting on November 18. No nominations will be taken from the floor 

during the business meeting. 

The basis by which someone should be nominated is on his or her integrity, spiritual maturity, giftedness, 
and commitment.  Church membership is required to serve on the DLC, but not necessary to serve on a 

Ministry team.  All of these leadership positions are three-year terms.  
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        Romia Olsen  
        Bill Collett 
        Kelse Harris  
        Trent Martin 
        Becca Blocher 
29 – Lynn Blocher 
        Deb Thompson 
30 – Ian Angle 
31 – Jeremy Pohler  
        Hanna Stout  
      
 

Anniversaries 
  4 – Ken & Connie Burton ‘74 
  9 – Denny & Alicia Unger ‘76 
          Caleb & Tracy Godoy-Forrester ‘93 
        Andrew & Whitney Dennison ‘10 
18 – Tim & Jenny Taylor ‘80 
29 – Steve & Valerie Kennedy ‘05 
30 – Tyler & Anna Mast ‘10 

October 
 Birthdays 
  1 – Jim Mishler  
        Hannah Ayres 
        Grace Miller 
  2 – Nancy McIntyre  
        Amber Ramseier 
        Zac Ramseier 
  3 – Chandis Boomershine  
        Tracy Forrester 
        Ruth Miller 
  5 – Jennifer Meredith 
        Karsen Niccum 
  6 – Dennis Ayres 
        Mike McLaughlin 
        Pei Eng Burns 
        Parker York 
  7 – Billy Yarnelle  
        Tristan Gawthrop 
        Chandler Music 
        Dylan Hernandez 
10 – Kevin McIntyre 
11 – Larry Swihart 

        Taylor McLaughlin 
        Samuel Winger 
12 – Randy Ruppert 
        Liam Mast 
13 – Joel Harting 
        Karissa Cook 
15 – Greg Hicks 
        Brenda Carver 
17 – Cynthia Johnson 
        Valerie Kennedy 
        Kimberly Pohler 
        Isaac Callaway 
        Caleb Brock 
18 – Gary Purdy 
        Payton Jones 
20 – Nate Birch 
21 – Madyson Ulrey 
23 – Jo Hays 
        Allice Martin 
26 – Jeannette Hornbeck 
27 – Levi Bordeaux 
        Micah Bordeaux 
28 – Alan Lauer 

Prayer Cards in Pews 
The ivory prayer cards in the pews are available for any prayer requests. You may 

place the card in the offering plate or leave it in the church office.  

Prayer Room 
The Prayer Room is located just 

outside the sanctuary door to the 

children’s wing. Except for 

Wednesdays when it’s Lisa’s 

office, the Prayer Room is 

available for prayer whenever 

the church is open. During each 

of the Sunday morning services, 

someone is praying in there for 

you, the congregation of FBC.  

We would like to encourage 

everyone to choose a Sunday and 

a service and sign up to pray 

there. Sign up is on the bulletin 

board beside the Prayer Room.  

Weekly Prayer Service  
A prayer service is held each 

Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the library. 

It consists of guided prayer time 

and spontaneous scripture reading. 

Adults, teens, and kids welcome.  

 
 
 
 
 

November 11 
Harvest Sunday 

One service & all-church meal 

 

November 11 
Operation Christmas Child  

Shoebox Collection Deadline 

 

November 18 
Congregational Meeting 

 

L KING 
AHEAD  

 First Brethren Church  
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29  

Reading Plan Bookmark  
2018 

October 
   1      Matthew          1-2 
  2                        3-4 
  3                        5-6 
  4                        7-8 
  5                       9-10 
 

  8                       11-12 
  9             13-14 
10                     15-16 
11                       17-18 
12             19-20 
 

15              21-22 
16             23-24 
17                 25-26 
18                 27-28 
19    Song of Sol.   1-4 
 

22           5-6 
23                           7-8 

24              Mark     1-2 
25                     3-4 
26                      5-6 
 

29                       7-8 
30             9-10 
31             11-12 

November 
  1                 13-14 
  2             15-16 

Wow! I cannot thank the church 
enough for your continued support and 
the generous gift that you guys gave 
from the Fish Fry! It’s amazing to have 
your partnership in sharing the Gospel 
to young people across Wabash County! 
Keep being a light in a dark world. You 
have been a light in our lives through 
the years of support! 
 

Aaron French and Brandon Johnson 
Youth For Christ 
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     Children’s Discipleship 

 

October often includes displays of some pretty frightening characters. 

Other sources of fear for our kids are around all year, whether it be 

fear of the dark, storms, or even animals.  Fear of failure can also keep 

us from trying new things or even doing something God wants us to do.  

Here are some ways to help kids (and ourselves) confront fear: 

Talk About It  

Fear loves the dark. Let’s face it. How often do you get prayer requests about 

being afraid of the bright morning sunshine? Address kids’ fear factors. This 

season is the perfect time to unveil what fear really is and what God thinks 

about it. Kids should be allowed to express how they feel and what they are 

afraid of in a safe, non-judgmental environment. Talk about your own childhood 

fears and how you overcame them. Don’t knock down a child’s fears but help 

them to see past to them to the God who loves them and protects them. 

Hand Out Ammunition 

Give kids scripture to use when faced with real fearful situations. Teach them 

how to use the Word of God. Jesus overcame the devil by using the Word. We 

should teach children to do the same. Teach kids scripture songs they can sing 

or verses they can recite when they are facing a dark room by themselves. With 

the right tools, they’ll be victorious champions for Him. 

Isaiah 41:10-- So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am 

your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous 

right hand. 

John 14:27-- Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as 

the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
    Ideas taken from an article written by Mimi Bullock @ministry-to-children.com 

 

 

CLUB RIOT/KFC/PARENTCONNECT! 

The first three Wednesdays in October from 6:30-7:45 p.m. 

For kids age 4 years-6th grade and their parents 

(Parents can check kids in at the church office area and join others  

for parenting discussions at the brick house.) 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9:15-10:15 AM  

The JH class meets in Room 101. 
HS meets in the back of the Fellowship Hall. 

 
WEDNESDAY YOUTH GROUP, 6:15-7:45 PM 

For all students in 7th-12th grades.  
We start with dinner at 6:15  

and meet in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

RIVER BAPTISM 
2:00 PM, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 

Are you interested in baptism? If you’ve not been baptized yet  
and you’re ready to make that commitment, talk to Pastor Tim.  

We have a baptism already scheduled for three high school guys  
on October 7, and there’s always room for more! 

*The baptism will be behind the German Baptist church off of SR 13. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

FAITH QUEST 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2-SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4 

If you’re 16 or older and have not been on a Faith Quest weekend,  
consider doing so.  

It is a highly-impacting, momentum-creating experience with Christ! 
There is no cost, but you will need a sponsor.  

Talk to Pastor Tim soon if interested. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JH MOVIE NIGHT @ COLLETTS 
6:00-8:30 PM, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21 

This event is only for 7th and 8th grade students.  
Bring a snack to share, and invite your friends! 

*The Colletts’ address is 7402 N 400 E.  
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