
 

Ever been robbed?  A few years back our van got ransacked while we were 

shopping at Toys R Us.  We found the door of our van wide open and noticed 

several items missing, including our boys’ school bags.  My sister’s house got 

robbed once.  Perhaps you have your own story of a time when someone took 

something of yours.   

The other way to get robbed is when someone keeps something that 

belongs to you or something you’ve earned.  This is God’s approach to His 

concern in Malachi 3.  “You’re robbing Me,” says the Lord Almighty.  “How?” the 

people ask.  God replies, “In tithes and offerings.”  If the people were surprised to 

hear this, I’m guessing deep down they knew they’d been withholding the full 

tithe.   

God still cares about our giving.  He still expects a tithe (Matt 23:23) and 

encourages pure motives to go with it (2 Cor 9:7).  Did you know there is a 

difference between tithes and offerings?  The diagram and information below 

outlines some key perspectives that will be helpful in our desire to be obedient to 

and trusting of God.*  These were shared recently during the Minor Prophets: 

Small but Mighty sermon series (July 29th).  If you missed it, I encourage you to 

take a listen. 

Continued on page 3 

GETTING ROBBED 
By Pastor Kurt 
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Robbed, cont. from page 1 

The Bible teaches two types of financial giving: 

Structured Giving:  This is the methodical and consistent weekly or monthly 

giving that is based on a percentage of our income.  Typically this is around 

10%.  It is not an affordability issue and given after all the bills are paid; it is 

something we give to God through his church first from our finances.   

The Bible says our structured giving at the core is an issue of trust and 

control.  We don’t control where the money goes as we submit it to the local 

church, and we trust God as we give it, even if we don’t see how the remaining 

money will pay all the bills (Mal. 3:10, 2 Cor. 8:5, Matt 6:33). The question we 

ask ourselves with structured giving is this, “God, will 90% of my money go 

farther than me controlling 100% of it as I trust you and put you first?” 

Spontaneous Giving:  This is not the consistent giving to God’s church but giving 

above that to people and opportunities as they arise.  This type of giving is within 

our control and we dictate how much and where that money goes as we feel led to 

give spontaneously.  

The Bible says our spontaneous giving at the core is an issue of sacrifice and 

generosity.  We have the freedom in Christ to be Spirit-led to give on top of our 

regular giving as we feel prompted to give to the poor, missionaries, projects, 

people in need, etc. (Ex. 25:2, 2 Cor. 9:6-11) The question we ask ourselves with 

spontaneous giving is this, “God, where are you prompting me to help meet needs 

around me as I seek to be generous and sacrificial with what you have given me?” 

*Used with permission from Grace Gathering – Fort Wayne 

Here are four different ways you can give:    
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          Children’s Discipleship 

 
Just a reminder that elementary Sunday School classes will begin in 

September.  Kids will continue our summer schedule--have LOFT at 9:15 

and sit with their family or LOFT team members in the worship service 

through August.   

The Truth Tickets Store will be open for elementary kids to spend tickets 

and get their prizes from the Summer Bible Memory Challenge on August 

19th and 26th.   

It’s time for heading back to school!   

Here are some suggestions from Focus on 

the Family: (found in the August/

September issue of their magazine.) 

When asked which is their top priority for 

their kids-- good grades or good character-- most parents answer “good 

character.”  But while we think that may be the right answer, when 

students were asked, 80% said their happiness or achievement was more 

important to their parents than their personal character.  Do our kids 

know what we value most?  As parents, we have the most influence in 

our kids’ lives. When we applaud our kids for academic or athletic 

performance, we should make sure it is balanced with celebrations and 

awareness of growing character as well: 

Cheer them on when they talk about reaching out to a classmate who is 

lonely or needs help, or when they show patience with a sibling. 

Help them recognize the value of integrity and accepting responsibility 

for mistakes.  

Notice effort over results.  It is better to recognize perseverance, 

cooperation, and dedication than a perfect test score or winning goal.   

When we notice and encourage kids as they display respect, 

compassion, and kindness toward others, they are more likely to prioritize 

those life qualities.   

Suggestion submitted from a mom: Say a “commissioning” prayer with 

kids the week school begins.  Remind kids that they are missionaries in 

their school and pray for them to be ambassadors for Christ.  
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

9:15-10:15 AM, SUNDAYS  

The JH class meets in the front part of the Fellowship Hall. 
HS meets in the back of the Fellowship Hall. 

 
6:15-7:45 PM, WEDNESDAYS 

For all students in 7th-12th grades.  
We start with dinner at 6:15 and meet in the Fellowship Hall.  

 
 

 

DISCIPLES’ ACADEMY 
INFORMATIONAL MEETING: SUNDAY, AUGUST 12 

A careful reading of the four gospels reveals that Jesus was creating  
“a family of missionary servants sent as disciples to make disciples.”  

 
Disciples’ Academy is the primary way our youth ministry is seeking to continue  

this movement that Jesus started.   
The Academy is a 9-month leadership development  

program open to all interested 10th-12th grade students  
willing to make the commitment.  

 
This year it begins on Sunday, September 9 and ends on Sunday, June 2.  
It is modeled after what Jesus did with his followers, with a desired goal  

of living and leading like Jesus and becoming a family on mission.  
 

There will be a brief informational and Q&A meeting  
right after church on Sunday, August 12 in the church library.  

 
Applications for Disciples’ Academy are available outside  

of Pastor Tim’s office, and should be turned in by Sunday, August 26.  
 

 
 

WELCOME PARTY 
6:00-8:00 PM, SUNDAY, AUGUST 12 

This event is only for 7th and 8th grade students.  
We want to welcome our new 7th graders! 

We’ll have dinner together, play some get-to-know-you games,  
and maybe even play GROG! 

 
 

 
 

 

FIFTH QUARTER OUTREACH EVENTS 
FRIDAYS: AUGUST 17 AND AUGUST 24 

These events are for all 7th and 8th grade students. They begin  
after the varsity football game ends and are held in the Junior High gym.  
Snacks, basketball, football, crazy group games, and a gospel message.  

Costs $1 to get in and ends at 11:30 p.m.  
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I was at work and a coworker came into my office to talk about some work related things. I knew she had 
been going through some very difficult things in her life so I asked her how she was doing and she 
immediately broke down. She said she had been trying to hold it together for a few days but couldn't 
anymore. I listened to her as she told me about how hard things have been for her and I felt the spirit 
nudging me to pray for her right there...not to tell her I would be praying for her but to just go ahead and 
do it. I asked if I could pray for her and she said yes, so I closed my office door knelt in front of her (she 
was sitting) and I prayed. I truly felt the Lord giving me the words as she sobbed in heartache. She said it 
was moments like this that keep her going. I'm so thankful that I had the opportunity to show her God's 

love that day. 

 

A few weeks ago a brother in Christ at work asked me to pray for his mother who was ill and disoriented. I 
prayed for her and after a couple of weeks went by, he told me at the beginning of my shift, that she was 
better and going back home. I thought we should pray and praise God for answered prayers, it didn’t 
seem like the right time to pray, later in the day we were talking about his mom in the aisle way and again 
it didn’t seem right. I was frustrated with myself for feeling nudged to pray and not following through. The 
next day, we were in my area and again I felt nudged to praise God with my friend and we did. This was 

another step in my prayer life, there are many steps to go. 

 

A few weeks ago, I was speaking with someone after church and they shared a new medical concern with 
me.   I told them I’d be praying for them and then I said, “How about we pray right now?”   So we did.  It 
didn’t matter that there were people standing around.   We just prayed together. That’s it.   And I’ve been 

praying for them regularly since. 

 

Recently my daughter has become terrified of storms and was having trouble sleeping even on calm 
nights because of it. At bedtime one particularly rainy night we talked about God giving us a Spirit of 
courage and in our prayer I thanked Him for providing us a strong shelter from the storm. It wasn’t until the 
next morning when I overheard her telling another family member that she didn’t have to worry because 
“our house is strong” that I realized the impact those unrehearsed words had made on her. It struck me 
then how God sometimes gives us just the right words that a person needs to hear, even if we never know 

just how perfect those words are. What an awesome God we serve!  

 

Several weeks ago in the locker room at the YMCA I had the privilege to pray for two women I hadn't met 
before. It started as a simple conversation about the holiday weekend. One of them shared her excitement 
about traveling to see family, the other shared about the feelings of loss and sadness she had been 
experiencing because her siblings had all already passed away. She didn't have much family left and often 
felt lonely. I felt the Lord asking me to pray for both of these women. I'll admit that my first thought and 
reaction was thinking about the other people coming and going in the locker room or standing close by. 
Well, that thought left as I felt empowered by the Holy Spirit to walk in obedience and not fear. I asked the 
women if I could pray for them. We all laid hands on one another's shoulders and God gave me words to 
pray. Afterwards we all hugged and smiled as we said goodbye. I heard one of them say she wanted to 
pray more. I haven't seen them since that day, but in that moment I felt like we were all sisters loving and 
lifting one another up. We all had somewhere to be and something to do, but we stopped and took the 

time to see and hear one another. And in the slowing down, God's presence rested with us.  
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 I just want to say thank you to the whole church for allowing me to be 

here this summer. It has been an amazing experience to be able to see 

how the church and pastors function on a daily basis. It has been an 

honor to help serve the church in so many ways such as the youth group, 

visits to Timbercrest and Peabody, Vacation Bible School, being able to 

give a sermon on Sunday morning and many others. It has just been a lot 

of fun to work here and am excited to see how God will continue to use 

this summer. Thank you!    Zach Hill, Summer Ministry Intern 
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Congratulations to Caleb and Laurel Callaway at the birth 
of daughter Harper Ann on July 8th. Harper was 4lb 7oz 
and 17 ½ inches long. Proud grandparents are Randy & 
Lisa Ruppert and Mark & Caroline Callaway.  

Dear Church Family, 
  

Thank you for my Bible. I’m going to a great school to 

grow in my faith and to get a good education. I will us e 

my Bible a lot. Thanks again. 
 

Kiera Stacy 

Prayer Cards  

The ivory prayer cards in the pews are available for any 

prayer requests. You may place the card in the offering 

plate or leave it in the church office.  

Prayer Room 

The Prayer Room is located just outside the sanctuary 

door to the children’s wing. Except for Wednesdays 

when it’s Lisa’s office, the Prayer Room is available for 

prayer whenever the church is open. During each of the 

Sunday morning services, someone is praying in there 

for you, the congregation of FBC.  

Prayer Service  

A prayer service is held each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in 

the library. It consists of guided prayer time and 

spontaneous scripture reading. Adults, teens, and kids 

welcome.  

Welcome to our newest member – Van Haupert! Van joined 
the church on June 24. If you are interested in partnering 
with First Brethren as a member please speak with a pastor 
or Mike McLaughlin.  

Thank you for giving to our church. Your regular tithes 

and offerings allowed us to once again assist greatly in 

the cost of camps at the Brethren Retreat Center and 

Engage Conference for the youth. When you give, our 

children and youth gain new experiences and tools to 

grow on their spiritual journeys. That’s an impact that 

can’t be measured in dollars!    

 ***See the story at the bottom of this page for a real 

life example of this impact from one of our teens.*** 
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Anniversaries 
  2 – Kevin & Janean Watson ‘86 
  4 – Kent & Teresa Coble ‘85 
        Matt & Elizabeth Smith ‘01 
  5 – Ron & Joyce Eberly ‘72 
        Chad & Rena Vawter ‘00 
  9 – Randy & Sharon Fruitt ‘70 
        Zach & Katie Vawter ‘14 
12 – Nate & Janell Dockter ‘94 
13 – Noah & Krisandra Johnson ‘16 
14 – Tim & Tawn McLaughlin ‘93 
        Terry & Kathie Sites ‘93 
15 – Jim & Heather Winger ‘07 
18 – Mike & Cindy Pyle ‘84 
19 – Ray & Gerry Eberly ‘73 
20 – Jay & Linda Warner ‘61 
        Zac & Amber Ramseier ‘11 
25 – Joe & Janice Burgos ‘62 
27 – Kurt & Heidi Stout ‘94 
        Roger & Chris Metzger '88 
29 – Trent & Heidi Martin ‘08 
31 – Andy & Shannon Cook ‘02 

August 
Birthdays 
  1 – Sharon Fruitt 
        Todd Floor 
        Jennifer Miller 
        Kathie Sites 
        Kolby Haecker 
  2 – Ted Ihnen 
        Chris Metzger 
        Bonnie Miller 
  3 – Diana Music 
        Leticia Callaway 
        Evan McLaughlin 
  4 – Ella Peden 
  5 – Carrie Vineyard 
  6 – Donna Boomershine  
        Joe Frantz 
        Rhonda Hernandez 
  7 – Peggy Workman 
        Charles Craig 
        Alivia Nichols 
  8 – Kathy McClure  
        Doug Rice 
  9 – Marieta Steele 
        Andrew Callaway 
10 – Nathaniel Miller 
11 – Bud Lindzy 
        Tracy Trump 
        Shiloh Hand 
        Danielle Brock 

12 – Trish Lauer 
13 – Mary Ann Swihart 
        Nate Dockter 
14 – Dee Grindle 
15 – Diane Metzger 
16 – Dee Montel  
17 – Ron Eberly 
20 – Pattie Webb 
        Faith Miller 
        Bridgette Mast 
20 – Doug Shilling 
24 – Sue Craig   
        Chris Walters 
        Ethan Rice   
25 – Madison Dockter  
        Peyton Lauer 
27 – Cathy Shepherd  
        Rita Haecker 
        Heath Miller 
        Austin Martin  
28 – Kurt Stout 
        Brent Westendorf 
        Caitlyn Pratt 
29 – Wynter Harris 
30 – Liam York 
31 – Janice Chapman 
        Elizabeth Smith 

First Brethren Church 
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29 

Reading Plan Bookmark     

2018 

 

August           
  6               Psalm 139 
  7                        140-141 
  8             142-144 
  9                    145-147 
10             148-150 

 
13        2 Peter      1-3 
14         1 John           1-2 
15                3-5 
16          2-3 John            1 
17        Jude          1 

 
20         Proverbs         1-2 
21                3-4 
22                        5-6 
23                        7-8 
24                     9-10 

 
27                     11-12 
28                      13-14 
29                             15-16 
30                        17-18 
31                      19-20 

         REGISTER NOW FOR 2019 CONFERENCE

Our theme for 2019 is BASECAMP.

Interested in coming to this conference? 

https://www.brethrenchurch.org/brethren-evangelist-magazine
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