
 

War and conflict have been a part of humanity’s culture for a very, very long 
time.  It shows up in marriages, in workplace competition, in fits of anger on a sports field 
or bleachers, in political debates, in business relationships, in our cars while driving, in 
social media postings, in financial dealings, and the list goes on.  There is also a war 
waging on inside of us.  It is a war for our soul – robbing us of the spiritual life God 
intends for us to know and enjoy.  “The thief (Satan) comes to steal, kill, and 
destroy” (John 10:10).  True in the Garden of Eden, true in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
true in the garden of our soul.  Every seed of truth, the Devil wants to squish.  Every sign 
of growth, the Devil seeks to squelch.  Every glimpse of hope, the Devil tries to squash. 

One of the lies we often hear from the Father of Lies (the Devil - John 8:44) is that 
we are strong enough on our own to stand the attacks (1 Corinthians 10:12).  We are 
deceived to think we can fight the enemy.  Hear me on this, the Enemy is very crafty and 
strong.  The Devil knows our weaknesses and uses successful tactics.  No one, except 
Jesus (Hebrews 4:15), has been able to always resist His schemes (Romans 3:10; 2 
Corinthians 2:11).  You and I alone are not strong enough.  But there is One who has and 
is yet fighting for you (Exodus 14:14; Romans 8:31).  Hold on to this promise that “the 
One who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 

The Almighty One also has a host of angels ready to defend.  But we are not idle 
observers in this battle.  We are not without responsibility or uninvited to take action.  In 
His name and by His power, God has equipped us with everything necessary to live godly 
lives (2 Peter 1:3).  And one of the ways we are equipped is with a spiritual armor.  But 
this armor is not automatically infused onto our soul, we must choose to put on each 
piece of armor, perfectly fit for every battle and fiery arrow shot our way (Ephesians 
6:16).  Collectively, this armor will: 

Secure your identity (belt of truth) 

Guard your heart (breastplate of righteousness) 

Guide your steps (sandals of peace) 

Defend your life (shield of faith) 

Protect your mind (helmet of salvation) 

Destroy your adversary (sword of the Word) 

  Feeling weak or vulnerable in any of these areas?  Just as we stand in front of our 
 closets and choose what we will wear each day, so let us choose to wear what God 
has given us to face every conflict and war that wages around us and within us. 

Thanks be to God who has given us the victory in Christ Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:57) 

Why We Need Armor 
By Pastor Kurt 
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https://redeeminggod.com/sermons/ephesians/ephesians_6_14a/
https://redeeminggod.com/sermons/ephesians/ephesians_6_14a/
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"At the moment of temptation, sin 

and righteousness are both very 

near the Christian; but, of the 

two, the latter is the nearer. 

Those alone labor effectively 

among men who impetuously fling 

themselves upward towards God."   

- Charles H. Brent 

"Jesus Christ Himself is 

the final exegesis of all 

truth. He is all that we 

need to know about God, 

and He is all that we need 

to know about man."   

          - Major Ian Thomas 

“Giving the gospel away is one of the 

best ways of experiencing its power in your 

own life. The best way to taste the power of 

God for your own soul is to venture something 

on it. It's the great old truth of the Lord himself 

when he said, "He who loses his life for my 

sake and the gospel's will save it." The more 

ready we are to move with the gospel, the more 

life and power and joy and security we will 

know in the gospel.”   - John Piper 

"Our righteousness is in Him, 

and our hope depends, not 

upon the exercise of grace in 

us, but upon the fullness of grace and love in 

Him, and upon His obedience unto death."    
- John Newton 

How lovely on the 
mountains 

are the feet of him 
who brings good news, 

good news, 
proclaiming peace, 
announcing news of 

happiness: 
Our God reigns! Our 

God reigns!   
Isaiah 52:7 

How then shall they call on Him in whom they 

have not believed? And how shall they believe 

in Him of whom they have not heard? And 

how shall they hear without a preacher? And 

how shall they preach unless they are sent? 

As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of 

those who preach the gospel of peace, who 

bring glad tidings of good things!"  

        Romans 10:14-15 

http://becomingkiona.com/the-shoes-of-peace-the-armor-of-god-study-by-priscilla-shirer-week-4/
http://becomingkiona.com/the-shoes-of-peace-the-armor-of-god-study-by-priscilla-shirer-week-4/
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          Children’s Discipleship 

 
Kids, parents, grandparents….. We all can put on God’s Armor.   
 
Share this reading and have some discussion time together: 
 

 Ephesians 6:10-18 New International Version (NIV)     
 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor 

of God, so that you  can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our 

struggle is not against flesh and  blood, but  against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the powers of this dark world and  against the spiritual forces 

of evil in the heavenly realms.13 Therefore put on the full armor of  God,  so 

that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and 

after you  have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of 

truth buckled around your  waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in 

place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the readiness  that comes from the 

gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which 

 you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of 

salvation and the  sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in 

the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds  of prayers and requests. With this in 

mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 

How can your family encourage each other to “Put 

on God’s armor?” 

Let’s look at one of the parts of God’s armor--what 

we are told to have on our feet. “Wear on your feet 

the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.“ 

This spring we may see people playing sports 

wearing cleats. You may even have cleats to play 

soccer or baseball.   

Roman soldiers wore shoes with nails that 

stuck out on the bottom. The nails helped the soldiers to walk quickly on rough 

ground. They were like cleats! Whenever you wear or see someone else 

wearing cleats, remember God’s armor and what it tells us to have on our feet.  

Can you tell the good news (gospel) about Jesus to someone in your family? 

When we know God’s Word and the good news about Jesus, we have what we 

need to help us stand and be ready for whatever comes our way, and to share 

that good news of peace with others we meet every day!  

Take some time to tell each other something you love about Jesus and pray 

together today. 

 
 

Celebration Sunday: June 3rd will be our Celebration 

Sunday when all kids who will be 3 by August 1st 

through current 6th graders celebrate another year of 

learning and move to their next class group.  Current 

sixth graders will join the junior high, new 3’s will 

move to the 3-K Garden room and 3/4’s class, and 

Kindergartners will move to the LOFT with the current 1st- 5th graders. The 

summer schedule will begin that week for elementary kids- LOFT will be at 

9:15 and then kids worship with their families or sit together for worship 

upstairs for June-August. Remember to thank our awesome teachers for 

leading this year!  
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

9:15-10:15 AM, SUNDAYS  

The JH class meets in the front part of the Fellowship Hall. 
HS meets in the back of the Fellowship Hall. 

 

6:15-7:45 PM, WEDNESDAYS 

Combined (JH and HS) Youth Group meets in the Fellowship Hall.  
Friends are always welcome to join us! 

 
 

 

DISCOVER: A 5-WEEK CLASS 
EVERY TUESDAY IN MAY FROM 4:00 TO 5:30PM 

If you’re ready to go deeper, this is for you. If you know about God but feel like 
you don’t really know God, this is for you. For the five Tuesdays in May, we’re 
offering a class that will help you think deeper about what you believe about 

God and yourself.  
You will be supported and challenged to figure out what you believe.  

Check it out.  
 

 

 

 

NEVER2YOUNG 
FRIDAY, MAY 4-SATURDAY, MAY 5 

We are leaving from church at 4:00pm on Friday. Be sure you pack a change of 
clothes, bedding and pillow, toothbrush and deodorant. Wear comfortable 
shoes that you can run around in. We will be back about 2:00pm Saturday.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

ENGAGE CONFERENCE 
JULY 16-20, 2018 

Lock in the lowest student rate of $150 by turning in your forms  
and non-refundable $50 deposit by Wednesday, May 16.  

Price goes up to $190 until June 17. 
After June 17, price is $225, and registration closes on July 1.  

*Scholarships of up to $100 are available  
to individuals or families who request them.  

*Conference and Camp are for both JH and HS Students.  
*The church covers half of your cost for either a week of camp or conference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

YOUTH SUNDAY 
SUNDAY, MAY 27 

During the 9:15 and 10:30 services, we will be sharing stories of what God has 
been doing this last year. If you have a story you’d like to share,  

let Pastor Tim know ASAP!  
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We extend our deepest sympathies to the following families 

at the passing of their loved ones:  
 

Judy Blue, sister of Cindy Bucher, on April 4.  

Ella Cook, mother of Jenny Moore, on April 6. 

Earl Montel on April 12 

Charles Immel, brother of Keith Immel, on April  23 

Dennis Fratus, brother in law of Dorene Fratus, on April  25 

First Brethren Church, 
 

“During this time of sorrow we learn how much our 

family and friends really mean to us. Thank you so much 

for your kindness and sympathy” 
 

Our family would like to thank each of you for the many 

prayers, concerns, texts, food, gifts, cards, and acts of 

love in so many ways that have been shown to us over 

the past weeks. We feel very blessed to call each of you 

our friends and family through Christ. 
 

God loves you and so do we!  

Randy, Jenny Moore and boys 

Prayer Cards  

The ivory prayer cards in the pews are available for any 

prayer requests. You may place the card in the offering 

plate or leave it in the church office.  

Prayer Room 

The Prayer Room is located just outside the sanctuary 

door to the children’s wing. Except for Wednesdays 

when it’s Lisa’s office, the Prayer Room is available for 

prayer whenever the church is open. During each of the 

Sunday morning services, someone is praying in there 

for you, the congregation of FBC.  

Prayer Service  

A prayer service is held each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the 

library. It consists of guided prayer time and 

spontaneous scripture reading. Adults, teens, and kids 

welcome.  

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Easter 

breakfast this year—especially to the Lynn & Wendy 

Blocher family for preparing and serving the hot foods, 

the Seekers class and others who prepared muffins, and 

the Ministry of Nurture for organizing everything.  
 

In Christ’s Love,  

Your Church Family 

Congratulations to Reid and Brooke (Pratt) Kennison on 

their recent wedding. The ceremony took place in 

Indianapolis on  March 23.   

Friends at FBC, 
 

Thanks for your gift to Mom and Dad’s scholarship fund 

to honor my dad’s passing. Even more thanks for all the 

visits, encouragement, prayers, and support over so many 

years. You have shown what the family of God can and 

should be.  
 

On behalf of Greg and our families, I thank you for your 

gift to support the next generation of teachers at 

Manchester University. 
 

Sincerely, 

Tim Garner 
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26 – Analeigh McKee 
28 – Margaret Dennison 
31 – Jim Erickson 
 
 

Anniversaries 
  1 – Larry & Brenda Carver ‘82 
  4 – Keith & Linda Immel ‘85 
        Chris & Janelle Walters ‘02 
  8 – Steve & Diana Music ‘82 
17 – Doug & Carol Shilling ‘85 
22 – Lance & Glenda Christiansen ‘99 
24 – David & Nancy McIntyre ‘80 
        Marvin & Debbie Gish ‘86 
27 – Mark & Caroline Callaway ‘83 
        Darren & Bekah Callaway ‘11 
28 – Ben & Carrie Vineyard ‘05 
30 – David & Kim Pyle ‘09 

May 
Birthdays   
1 –  Joann Ihnen 
       Ron Burns 
 2 – Kedren Callaway 
 5 – Janice Burgos 
       Jean Erickson 
6 –  Madison Cook 
7 –  Doretta Urschel 
8 –  Leonard Pyle 
       Wendy Blocher 
 9 –  Emily Mize 
        Isaac Stout 
        Kaitlyn Gish 
        Rodney Brunk 
11 – Andy Dockter 
        Ashley Pratt 
        Levi Smith 
        Kevin Morales 
13 – Connor Trump 

15 – Joe Burgos 
        Hannah Gish 
16 – Ariana Cook 
        Caleb Godoy 
        Jaxon Mast 
        Terri Guy 
17 – Connor Trump 
18 – Betty Roser 
        Leah Blocher 
        Jay Fawley 
        Rachel Ransbottom 
   Cruz Vawter 
19 – Lindsey Westendorf 
21 – Jason Meredith 
22 – Peggy Selleck 
23 – Brittany Montel 
24 – Janean Watson 
25 – Toby Callaway 
        Courtney Ruppert 
        Houston Miller 

 First Brethren Church  
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29  

Reading Plan Bookmark  
2018 

 
  May             Hebrews  

  7                         11-13 

                  Psalms 
  8                       1-2 
  9                3-5 
10                       6-7 
11                         8-9 

 
14                    10-11 
15                     12-14 
16             15-17 
17                       18 
18                      19-21 

 
21                       22-24 
22             25-27 
23                        28-30 
24                     31 
25                   32-33 

 
28                      34-35 
29                       36-37 
30             38-39 
31                     40-41 

  June 
  1             42-43 

 

June 3 
Promotion Sunday 

Kids will “promote” to their new 
Sunday School classrooms. 

 

June 23-29 
Jamaica Mission Trip 

 

July 29-August 2 
Shipwrecked 

Vacation Bible School 

L  KING 

AHEAD 
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