
 

While reading in the book of Ezra I 

was encouraged by a line in the first verse of 

this Old Testament book, “In the first year of 

Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the 

word of the Lord spoken by Jeremiah, the 

Lord moved the heart of Cyrus king of 

Persia to make a proclamation throughout 

his realm” (1:1).  It was remarkable.  King 

Cyrus had no reason on his own to give the 

people of Israel permission to rebuild the 

temple of God.  Moreover, he had no reason  

to help them pay for it.  But King Cyrus did.  

He was sympathetic because God moved his 

heart.  He was now receptive to something, 

he typically had been cold to.  No human 

recommendation before had convinced him 

to do the right thing, but the Spirit of God is 

stronger than any otherwise hardened heart.   

Know someone with a seemingly 

resistive or hardened heart?  Wish they 

would make some kind of 

change?  A change of 

attitude.  A change of  

lifestyle.  A change of 

clothes.  A change of tone.  

A change in a relationship.  

A change of habit.   A 

change in spending.   A change of …  

Unfortunately, we cannot make the change 

for them.   However, God can move their 

hearts, and to our surprise they may actually 

choose to obey. 

Just a few verses later, we find the 

Lord moving the hearts of some other 

people.  He moved the hearts of those 

waiting, longing for change in someone else.  

While these people were hoping for change 

elsewhere, God reaches into their hearts and 

“everyone whose heart God had moved—

prepared to go up and build the house of 

the Lord in Jerusalem” (1:5).  Our God is not 

just interested in moving in the hearts of 

others, He is interested in moving in our 

hearts too.  Moving us to be more loving, 

joyful, peaceful, patient, compassionate, and 

kind.  Moving us to let go of bitterness, 

selfishness, pride, irritability, jealousy, and 

judgement. 

 God’s work in the hearts of the 

people in Cyrus’ day and in ours is intended 

to bring forth something better than what 

we had before – deeper faith, increased 

involvement, sacrificial living.  I don’t think 

Cyrus or the people of Israel were puppets in 

the hand of God.   They still had the choice to 

respond to the work of God in their lives or 

to reject it.  Thankfully, there was openness 

to God.  Regardless of how small that 

openness may be, God was able to 

accomplish great things – the building of His 

temple and the building of 

His people.  So it will be 

with us.  As we truly 

determine to open 

ourselves (even a small 

crack) to God and His 

Word, we will see Him 

moving in our relationships, our workplaces 

and schools, marriages and families, church 

and community.  The change in others may 

begin with a change in us.   

In what ways might God want to 

move in your heart about someone or 

something?  The same God who you hope 

will soften/change the heart of that other 

person, wants to move in your heart too.  So 

as we pray for the change in others, begin 

with this short, simple prayer, “God, I am 

open to You moving first in me.”   

A CHANGE OF HEART 
By Pastor Kurt 

The change in others 

may begin with a 

change in us. 
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When you’re hanging on a 

cross, you don’t have too 

much to offer, to God or 

anyone else.  Your options 

are pretty limited. 
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Garden 
Nursery and Two year olds:  Parents: We are working 
on some new policies for safety and health in our 
classes.  If you would like your child to have a drink 
while they are in class, please send a sippy cup with 
their name on it.  We will no longer have reusable cups 

in the rooms.  Also, if you have not filled out a registration form for your child, please pick 
one up from your child’s room, fill it out, and return it to the helpers there or the church 
office.  This gives us useful information as well as how we can text/contact you if we need 
you during a church service.  
 

Twos: This month we will remember “Jesus Loves Me” with the Easter Story as our 
weekly lesson. 
 

3-K’s: This month in the Garden 3-K’s we will continue learning about the early church. 
The church is an important part of God’s Story and we will be talking about how we can 
worship God when we meet together at church and tell others about God! 
 

LOFT  
This month in LOFT and elementary classes we continue the Spring Quarter theme of 
“Footprints of Faith”.  We will be learning about the faith of Jesus’ followers as they 
spread the word about what Jesus did for us. 
Spring Memory Verse and Challenge: Hebrews 11:1 and Books of the New Testament, 
Memory 
Bonus: Ephesians 3:16-19. 
 

KFC SERVICE NIGHT: Kids For Christ (5th & 6th graders) will meet Tuesday, April 17th 
from 6-8 p.m. to have pizza, learn about the Orphan Ministry, and help sort items for the 
orphan ministry fundraiser rummage sale.  Meet in the KFC room, pick up from the 
fellowship hall.  Be watching for info about a KFC Grog night hosted by DA coming soon! 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY VOLUNTEER TRAINING AND BRUNCH  

MORNING OF SATURDAY, APRIL 14TH  

9:30- Garden (Nursery-K) Team training 

10:15- Brunch for all Children’s Ministry 

Team Members 

11:00- LOFT (1st-6th grade) Team training 

For everyone who currently serves or is interested in serving in our 

Children’s Ministries- both adults and Jr-Sr. High helpers.  

 

Make sure you pick up a brochure for Camp 

Shipshewana 2018 and make plans to 

attend this summer.  Camp Registration 

Day will be between and after services on 

Sunday, April  29th.  
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

9:15-10:15 AM, SUNDAYS  

The JH class meets in the front part of the Fellowship Hall. 
HS meets in the back of the Fellowship Hall. 

 

6:15-7:45 PM, WEDNESDAYS 

Combined (JH and HS) Youth Group meets in the Fellowship Hall.  
Friends are always welcome to join us! 

 
 
 

 

NEVER2YOUNG WEEKEND RETREAT 
FRIDAY, MAY 4 – SATURDAY, MAY 5 

ATTN: JUNIOR HIGH STUDENTS 
This event is only for Junior High Students, and it’s a blast! 

Pizza party, inflatables, dodge ball, staying in a college dorm… all for just $25!   
We will leave @ 3:45 pm from the church on Friday. Back by 2:15 pm Saturday. 

*Because this event sells out every year, you need to  
turn in your waiver form and $25 by Wednesday, April 11. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

ENGAGE CONFERENCE 
JULY 16-20, 2018 

Lock in the lowest student rate of $150 by turning in your forms  
and non-refundable $50 deposit by Wednesday, May 16.  

Price goes up to $190 until June 17. 
After June 17, price is $225, and registration closes on July 1.  

*Scholarships of up to $100 are available  
to individuals or families who request them.  

*Conference and Camp are for both JH and HS Students.  
*The church covers half of your cost for either a week of camp or conference.  

 
 

 
 

 

CAMP SIGN-UP DAY 
SUNDAY, APRIL 29 

If you’re planning on spending a week at camp this summer, please be ready  
to sign up for camp at church on April 29. This saves you and the church money!  

Camp is a great place to connect with friends and with Jesus. 
You might even consider spending a few weeks as a C.I.T. or Jr. Counselor.  

  

Page 5 



Page 6 

We extend our deepest sympathies to the family of Don 

Frantz, father of Joe Frantz, at his passing on March 15.  

First Brethren Church, 
 

Thank you so much for your financial donation to 

IF:North Manchester. It was a blessing to watch God 

provide for this event. We are so grateful!  
 

In Him, 

The IF Leadership Team 
Prayer Cards  

The ivory prayer cards in the pews are available for any 

prayer requests. You may place the card in the offering 

plate or leave it in the church office.  

Prayer Room 

The Prayer Room is located just outside the sanctuary 

door to the children’s wing. Except for Wednesdays 

when it’s Lisa’s office, the Prayer Room is available for 

prayer whenever the church is open. During each of the 

Sunday morning services, someone is praying in there 

for you, the congregation of FBC.  

Prayer Service  

A prayer service is held each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the 

library. It consists of guided prayer time and 

spontaneous scripture reading. Adults, teens, and kids 

welcome.  

THANK YOU   THANK YOU   THANK YOU  

to everyone who helped with Club RIOT, Kids For 

Christ, and ParentConnect last month! We had over 75 

different kids come at least one week and at least 15 

parents who participated in the #struggles study. We 

could not offer this collaborative outreach and 

discipleship programming without ALL of you!   
 

Thanks again,  

Lisa Rice and The Children’s Discipleship Ministry  

 

The church office will be closed from March 30—April 6 for spring break. Please 

contact Pastor Ron (260-450-8366) during that time if any urgent needs should 

arise.  

Easter Morning services will be held at 8:30 and 10:30 

(note the time changes from our usual service schedule) 
 

A free breakfast will be served between services  

beginning at 9:30 

*We will have biscuits, gravy, & eggs with breakfast! 

Be sure to thank Lynn & Wendy Blocher and family for 

stepping up to coordinate the hot foods this year! 
  

           Invite your family & friends to join you for a  

          meaningful Easter morning – JESUS IS ALIVE! 

We’re saving a 

seat for you 
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29 – Connie Burton 
        Ethan Callaway 
30 – Bill Leonhard 
        Lucas Hernandez 
 
 

Anniversaries 
  3 – Larry & MaryAnn Swihart ‘66 
  4 – Steve & Sherry Searles ‘85 
10 – Alan & Trish Lauer '76 
12 – Myrl & Joyce Frantz ‘58 
        Jason & Heather Lauer ‘03 
14 – Steve & Cindy Bucher '72 
17 – Jay & Jo Montel ‘93 
        Mark & Jenny Hill ‘93 
18 – Craig & Rita Haecker ‘98 
23 – Brian & Rebecca Ramer ‘94 
24 – Craig & Sherry Walters ‘83 

APRIL 
Birthdays 
  2 – Gatsby Gawthrop 

  3 – Katherine Angle  

        Kacy Sites 

  4 – Roberta Miller  

        Myla Callaway 

  5 – Creed Callaway 

  6 – Jeff Nichols 

  8 – Dillon Gish 

  9 – Keith Immel 

        Steve Music 

        Ryah Vawter 

10 – Dianne Floor 

        Jim Winger 

        Megyn Meredith 

        Preston Pohler 

11 – Jon Johnson 

13 – Dick Metzger 

        Heidi Martin 

14 – Anne Frantz 
15 – Lydia Gawthrop 
16 – Heather Winger 
17 – Lois Dickerhoff 
        Hannah Music 
18 – Matt Burlingame 
19 – Shauna Newell  
        Janelle McLaughlin 
20 – Clayton Moore 
21 – Kim Pyle 
22 – Emma Burlingame 
24 – Isaac Smith 
25 – Ray Eberly 
26 – Debbie Gish  
        Oliver Godoy-Forrester 
27 – Amayah Jones 
28 – Glenda Christiansen 
        Andrew Dennison 
        Isabelle Anguilm 
        Logan Jones 

First Brethren Church 
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29 

Reading Plan Bookmark     
2018 

 

April             
 2                Job           1-2 
 3               3-4 
 4               5-6 
 5                   7-8 
 6               9-10 
 
 9                 11-12 
   10                 13-14 
   11                 15-16 
   12                 17-18 
   13                   19-20 
 
   16                  21-22 
   17                 23-24 
   18                 25-26 
   19                 27-28 
   20                  29-30 
 
   23                 31-33 
   24                 34-36 
   25                 37-38 
   26                  39-40 
   27                 41-42 
 
   30      Hebrews 1-2 
May 
     1                   3-4 
 2                   5-6 
 3                    7-8 
 4                   9-10 
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