
 

By Pastor Kurt Stout 
 

If Jesus rose from the dead, it changes everything.  And if Jesus did not 

resurrect, our faith is futile, we remain in our sins, and we might as well stay home 

on Sundays (1 Cor 15).  Many actually do stay home in part because they have not 

seen the resurrected Jesus - they don’t see Him alive in His followers.  That wasn’t 

always the case though.  The resurrected Jesus was evident in the lives of His 

transformed disciples.  Skeptics though have always existed. 

Some argue the Resurrection is a fabrication or myth, but there is plenty of 

evidence to dismiss those claim.  In his book “The Reason for God”, Timothy Keller 

explains how the resurrection is defendable and believable, using historical 

evidences and reasonable analysis.*  Keller notes the earliest Biblical reference to 

the resurrection is in 1 Corinthians 15:3-6 (written about 15-20 years after the 

events).  The gospels were compiled later in the first century.  But in Corinthians 

Paul indicated specific details and accounts of many eyewitnesses, several of whom 

would have still living at the time Paul’s letters were read and dispersed.  

Additionally, attempts to fabricate a first-century story would never have included 

women as first eye-witnesses, whose credibility was highly questioned. 

 Although some suggest the resurrection was a hoax, it’s difficult to believe that 

all the apostles and church leaders of the day were willing die for a faith they 

merely conjured up in their head.  There were other messianic group springing up 

from time to time, but none of these included the story of a resurrected leader.  

The notion of resurrection was not a culturally acceptable belief.  Christians would 

not have considered this alternative unless there were inexplicable and repeated 

encounters.  They certainly would not have passed it on and faced death without 

being fully convinced.  The resurrection was neither a hallucination, which at most 

lasts hours. Jesus’ appearances spanned over 40 days (Acts 1:3).    Additionally, also 

contrary to typical hallucination  experiences, Jesus is reported to have eaten on   

                                    two occasions and was touched by the disciples.  Besides,  

                                    unless the tomb was empty no theory of hallucination would  

                                    even  be considered.  People would have just produced a body  

                                    as proof. 

Continued on  page 3  
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Continued from page 1  

Finally, nothing speaks more profoundly than a transformed life.  The disciples’ lives are 
dramatically changed on account of this realized truth.  Fear is overshadowed by faith.  Despair 
is traded in for hope.  Confusion becomes confidence.  And hiding is replaced by a bold 
perseverance in the face of extreme persecution and opposition.  These eyewitnesses are not 
the same group of people once overcome by fear and uncertainly of their future.   

One must wonder if those in our community see the power of the resurrected Jesus in 
way we live.  Are our lives transformed in such a way that there is no doubt the Jesus is alive?  
Who this Easter could you show and tell that Jesus is really ALIVE? 

*(Additional resource: Handbook of Christian Apologetics by Kreeft and Tacelli) 
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Children’s Discipleship 

Garden 
Nursery and Two year olds:  Parents: Please 
continue to label any items you bring with your child 
such as a diaper bag, pacifier, sippy cup, etc.  This 

helps us keep your things together and your child happy. J  Also, if you have not filled out 
a registration form for your child, please pick one up from your child’s room, fill it out, 
and return it to the helpers there or the church office.  This gives us useful information as 
well as how we can text you if we need you during a church service.  

Twos: This month we will learn that Jesus forgives us from the story of Zacchaeus. 

3-K’s: This month in the Garden 3-K’s we will be discovering the early church. The church 
is an important part of God’s Story and we will be talking about how we can learn about 
God and worship God when we meet together at church! 

LOFT  
WINTER GO FOR THE GOLD ATTENDANCE CHALLENGE!  We made our attendance 
goal- great job on being here to worship and learn together! We will be having a party to 
celebrate! 

This month in LOFT and elementary classes we will be starting our Spring Quarter 
theme of “Footprints of Faith”.  We will be learning about Jesus’ life leading up to His 
death and resurrection, and then the faith of His followers as they spread the word 
about what Jesus did for us. 
Spring Memory Verse and Challenge: Hebrews 11:1 and Books of the New Testament 

 
 CLUB RIOT (age 4 yrs. -4th grade) 

Kids For Christ (5th & 6th graders) 

PARENT CONNECT (adults) 

First 3 Wednesdays in March 

6:30-7:45 p.m.  For families with kids age 4 yrs.-6th grade   

Come hear some good news!    

While kids have games, crafts, Bible lessons, and other activities, parents meet 

for discussion on parenting topics, snacks and coffee. Parents attending is not 

required, but we hope you will join the conversation! 

We are still needing a few volunteers to care for children age 3 and younger so 

their parents can attend the discussion.  Please let Lisa know if you can help.  

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
AND BRUNCH  

 

SAVE THE DATE:  MORNING OF  
SATURDAY, APRIL 14TH  
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

9:15-10:15 AM, SUNDAYS  

The JH class meets in the front part of the Fellowship Hall. 
HS meets in the back of the Fellowship Hall. 

 

6:15-7:45 PM, WEDNESDAYS 

Combined (JH and HS) Youth Group meets in the Fellowship Hall.  
Friends are always welcome to join us! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

GROG! 
7:00-10:00 PM, FRIDAY, MARCH 9 

Invite your friends to join us. We’ll start in the Fellowship Hall at 7. 
We might even throw a new game into the mix called “Find the Bear.”  

So be ready!  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

NEVER2YOUNG WEEKEND RETREAT 
FRIDAY, MAY 4 – SATURDAY, MAY 5 

ATTN: JUNIOR HIGH STUDENTS 
This event is only for Junior High Students, and it’s a blast! 

Pizza party, inflatables, dodge ball, staying in a college dorm… all for just $25!   
We will leave @ 3:45 pm from the church on Friday. Back by 2:15 pm Saturday. 

*Because this event sells out every year, you need to  
turn in your waiver form and $25 by Wednesday, April 11. 

 
 
 

 

ENGAGE CONFERENCE 
JULY 16-20, 2018 

It’s time to start planning for summer! 
Lock in the lowest student rate of $150 by turning  

in your registration form and $50 deposit by April 29.  
*Scholarships of up to $100 are available  

to individuals or families who request them.  
*Conference and Camp are for both JH and HS Students.  

 
 

 
  

SUMMER CAMP 
JUNE AND JULY, 2018 

If you’re not attending conference this summer,  
but you are spending a week at camp, we will cover half your cost! 

Camp is a great place to connect with friends and with Jesus. 
You might even consider spending a few weeks as a C.I.T. or Jr. Counselor.  
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We offer our heartfelt sympathies to the families of the 
following people at their recent passing:  
 

Bill Bellinger (96), member, on February 1 
 

Marilyn Thompson Flora (87), mother of Fred Thompson, 
on February 15 
 

Imogene Haupert (88), member and mother of Van 
Haupert, on February 16 
 

Warren Garner (91), member, on February 24 

Thanks to my church family for the delicious food that 

was brought to me, all the cards I received, and the visits 

meant a lot. A special “Thank You” to Pastor Kurt and 

Isaac for the turkey dinner you brought to me. I’m 

getting better each day and I’m so grateful for all your 

prayers and blessings.  
 

   Ruth Miller 

I want to thank you for all of your prayers, cards, words 

of encouragement to me during Cheree’s heart surgery and 

recuperation. She went back to work on Feb. 19 and is 

doing well. I appreciate FBC’s arms of compassion.  
 

   Jeanne Dolby 

Thanks to the Outreach Team for including me in their 

Valentine’s Day Project. What a perfect and beautiful 

way to remind me of the kindness and caring of the First 

Brethren Church family. What a blessing to have God 

and this church family in my life.  
 

   Becky Naragon 

Prayer Cards  
The ivory prayer cards in 
the pews are available 
for any prayer requests. 
You may place the card 
in the offering plate or 
leave it in the church 
office.  

Prayer Room 
The Prayer Room is located just outside the sanctuary door to the children’s wing. Except for Wednesdays 
when it’s Lisa’s office, the Prayer Room is available for prayer whenever the church is open. During each of 
the Sunday morning services, someone is praying in there for you, the congregation of FBC.  

Prayer Service  
A prayer service is held 
each Tuesday at 6:30 
p.m. in the library. It 
consists of guided 
prayer t ime and 
spontaneous scripture 
reading. Adults, teens, 
and kids welcome.  

Congratulations to Kyle and Kayla Martin on the birth of 
their son, Kamden Lowell, on February 7 weighing 8lb 

12oz and measuring 20 inches.  

Clinton and LaTasha Music finalized the adoption of their 
daughter Ellisyn Marie Music on Wednesday, February 21. 
Ellie was born October 2, 2015 and joins the family with big 
siblings Chandler and Hannah. Congratulations Music 
family!  

To My Church Family, 
 

My sincere thank you for the beautiful peach rose from 
the Outreach Team received on Valentine's Day.  I felt 
blessed by the thought that I am a part of a caring and 
loving church family. 
 

   With Gratitude, 
   Alma Eiler 
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28 – Joseph Chapman 
        Sarah Harting 
29 – Aliyah Nichols 
31 – Jay Warner 
        Bob Hornbeck 
        Krisandra Johnson 
 
 

Anniversaries 
13 – Chase & Hayley Hand ‘09 
15 – Jim & Jean Erickson '80 
16 – Steve & Roberta Miller ‘91 
18 – Kent & Lisa Ulrey ‘95 
19 – Bill & Denise Leonhard ‘99 
24 – Jim & Shirley Mishler ‘56 
26 – Joseph & Janice Chapman ‘83 
31 – Todd & Dianne Floor ‘71 

Birthdays 
  1 – Jo Montel 
        Brooke Pratt 
        Luciana Angle 
  4 – Bailey Michel 
  5 – Kendra McKinley 
  6 – Jorgan Montel 
  8 – Brian Ramer  
        Traci Cummins 
        Brittany Holmes 
  9 – Lisa Ulrey 
10 – Denny Unger  
        Nate Trump 
11 – Caroline Clifton 
12 – Linda Warner 
        Roger Metzger 
        Karrigan Yard 
15 – Daren Ransbottom  
        Ashton Moore 
        Addi Bordeaux 

16 – Kayla Blocher 
        Alayna Miller 
17 – Jim Baker 
18 – Melissa Miller 
        Sidney Hand 
20 – Sandy Burch 
        Steve Miller 
21 – Shannon Cook 
22 – Connie Beery  
        Ethan Longanecker 
23 – Kendra Bucher  
        Jordan Ayres 
24 – Whitney Dennison 
25 – Craig Walters 
        Ben Vineyard 
        Landon Longanecker 
26 – Rebecca Clifton 
27 – Caleb Stout 

 

April 1 
Resurrection Sunday 

Join us for Easter services!   

 

April 20 & 21 
Orphan Ministry Rummage Sale 

 

May 5 & 6 
Faith In Action Weekend 

L  KING 

AHEAD 

First Brethren Church 
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29 

Reading Plan Bookmark     
2018 

 

 March  
      5              1 Tim.  1-2 
    6                         3-4 
     7                     5-6 

  8      Nehemiah 1-2 
  9                3-4 

 
12                        5-6 
13                7-8 
14                9-10 
15                      11-12 
16               13       

 
19             2 Tim.        1-2 
20                 3-4 
21          Esther            1-2 
22                         3-4 
23                         5-6 

 
26                         7-8 
27                           9-10 
28             Titus         1-2 
29                            3 
30      Philemon    1 
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