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Looking for the Invisible 
By Pastor Kurt Stout 

Our world is so full of images that thoughts of the invisible get very little attention.  We 

are wired to focus on what we can see.  Advertisers know this and go to great lengths to make 

sure we are bombarded with pictures at every turn. This is especially true at Christmas time.  The 

goal is to entice us (and our kids) to spend our money on their particular product or toy.  If we 

don’t see it, we won’t likely think about it.  If we don’t hear others sharing why they like the 

product, then we might hesitate to consider it for ourselves.  It won’t be on our radar. 

There are some similarities with our “invisible God” (Col 1:15).  It may be challenging to 

focus on the invisible, when there are so many other visible things vying for our attention.  And to 

top it off, we are a distractible people.  We get mesmerized by the glitz and twinkle, the sparkle 

and bright, that the Invisible is easily overlooked.  And it’s not just at Christmas time that our 

vision is blurred.   Year round we tend to forget to look for the Invisible, or we only look for the 

Invisible in the usual places like church or spiritual events/gatherings.  The Invisible tends to go 

off our radar when we are out in the world. 

“Out of sight, out of mind,” the old saying goes.  So, in order to make it easier for us to 

see the Invisible, God came to us in flesh (John 1:14).  God put on our skin so that we could see 

Him, understand Him, and know Him better.  Jesus is the “image of the invisible God” (Col 1:15).  

And the Holy Spirit is the indwelling of God making His home in us (John 14:23).   

So, how is your vision of the Invisible?  Is God on 

your radar beyond the usual places?  Is He, “out of sight, out 

of mind”?  To “see” God more clearly we should begin with a 

prayer expressing our desire to be more aware of His ever 

presence.  Also, spend time in His Word reading about the life 

of Jesus and the way God, through the Spirit, spoke to His 

followers.  Then, end your day reflecting on the ways God 

was with you, and ask Him to point out where you missed 

Him (See Examen in a Nutshell, right).  Continue a 

determination to look for the Invisible; and consider selecting 

something during your day to remind you to improve your 

awareness of God (ribbon, alarm, cross, screen saver…). 

To help others, “see” the Invisible, we should share 

openly why we “like the product.”  Share with people the 

wonderful joy and peace we have on account of Jesus.  

People should hear us giving God credit for His work, and 

hear what He is teaching us from His Word and the Christian 

community.  We are God’s “advertisers”/ambassadors (2 Cor 

5:20).  We play an important role in helping our unsaved 

coworkers and lost friends/acquaintances “see” the Invisible 

for themselves and discover the amazing truths of His 

redeeming grace. 
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News & Announcements 

We extend our sympathies to the family of 
Mary Elizabeth Ayres, mother of Dennis 
Ayres, at her passing on October 31. A 
funeral service was held at Congregational 
Christian Church .  

Thanks to this special church family for helping in my 

recooperation after surgery. Your cards, food, visits, and 

most of all prayers have been a blessing.  

       Shirley Mishler 

Prayer Cards  
The ivory prayer cards in the pews are available for any prayer requests. You may place the card in the 
offering plate or leave it in the church office.  

Prayer Service  
A prayer service is held each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the library. It consists of guided prayer time and 
spontaneous scripture reading. Adults, teens, and kids welcome.  

We offer our sympathies to the family of Grace Kester, mother of 
Annette Ayres, at her passing on November 3. Services were held 
at the United Methodist Church .  

We also express our sympathies to the famly of Esther Blocher, 
mother of Lynn & Loren Blocher, at her passing on November 5. 
Services were held at McKee Mortuary.  

Did you know that every Sunday morning, during both services, someone is praying for you? Would you be 
willing to give one hour of your life to pray for this church, our pastors, and your brothers and sisters in 
Christ? Most first time pray-ers report how much they enjoyed their time in the Prayer Room, how much they 
personally benefited from it, and how fast the time went! ...and you don’t have to pray 60 minutes straight – 
there are some other things to do there, and a number of things you can read between your times of prayer. 
 

Pastor Kurt has issued a challenge for 100 people to commit to spend 1 hour, one Sunday morning service, in 
the Prayer Room during 2018. If you agree to pray in the Prayer Room once or twice during the coming year 
we will notify you by post card in the week preceding your Sunday to pray. If you won’t be able to attend 
that Sunday, just call the phone number on the post card and we will get a sub for you. Couples are welcome 
to sign up together. 
 

Will you take this challenge and spend time in prayer for our church family and community? 
Contact the office or Mike McLaughlin (982-6902) to sign up to pray during the coming year.  

Thank you to everyone who helped plan this year’s 

Harvest service and meal. We love seeing our church 

come together as a family!  
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29 – AimeeSue Angle 
  Eliza Vawter 
30 – Jaxson Vawter 
31 – Reilly Ruppert 
  
 

Anniversaries 
  4 – Chandis & Donna Boomershine ‘71 
  9 – Paul & Donna Habegger ‘67 
10 – Rick & Dee Grindle ‘77 
18 – Kelse & Regina Harris ’91 
23 – Fred & Debbie Thompson ‘70 
        Dennis & Jodi Egner ‘89 
        Aaron & Amanda Wilderman ‘05 
26 – Bob & Robin Shepherd ‘57 
28 – Joe & Anne Frantz   ‘74 
29 – Bud & Linda Lindzy ‘90 
31 – Glenn & Tona Riggs ‘76 

December 

  Birthdays 
  2 – Stephanie Ayres 
  3 – Jenny Moore 
  4 – Zoey Callaway 
        Larry Carver 
  5 – Jackie Ihnen 
  6 – Scott Stan 
        Connor McLaughlin 

 Ethan Cummins 
 Chase Hand 
 Emmaline Winger 

  7 – Mark McKee 
        Cindy Bucher 
        Anna Mast 
  8 – Jalynn Simcoe 
  9 – Timothy McIntyre 
        Joann Hill 
10 – Addie Haecker 
11 – Slater Hand 
12 – Andy Ayres 
13 – Tim Bordeaux 

 Estella Callaway 

14 – Tona Riggs 
        Jackson Anguilm 
        Donna Habegger 
 Hayley Hand 
16 – Ron Ogden 
17 – Sydney McLaughlin 
18 – Susan Bushong 
19 – Aria Vineyard 
20 – Joyce Frantz 
21 – Karen Eiler 
        Ethan Davis 
22 – Robin Johnson 
 Sawyer Hand 
23 – Quentin Moore 
25 – Jesus’ Birthday 
        Rachel Chapman 
 Kai Zimmerman 
26 – Mark Hill 
        Zach Vawter 
27 – Sherry Searles 
        Collin Cummins 

When choosing a parking spot on Sunday mornings please check our parking 
lots as well as street parking around our building before looking further down 
the streets. If it is necessary to park further down the street please help us be 
considerate to our neighbors by being mindful of any areas which our 

neighbors may be attempting to block off. Please help us build bridges with 
our neighbors by remembering to be considerate of these local homeowners.  

In the event of weather related situations, changes to our services will be 
posted on our church website and facebook pages. We will also list changes/
cancellations on the WBCL radio station (90.3 FM).  You may visit their 
website for complete details. 

 

 

3rd Sunday Lunch 
January 21st, after services 

Raising funds for Team Jamaica  

L KING 
AHEAD  

 First Brethren Church  
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29  

Reading Plan Bookmark  
2017  

 
December         1 Kings 

  4                        15-16 
  5                  17-18 
  6                        19-20 
  7             21 
  8                 22 
                        

          Philippians 

11                       1-2 
12          3-4 

          2 Kings 

13             1-2 

14                       3-4 
15                             5-6 
 
18  7-8 
19         9-10 
20             11-12 
21                       13-14 
22                    15-16 

 
25                    17-18 
26                        19-20 
27                        21-22 
28                23-24 
29              25 
 

 

***********   Merry Christmas from the Stouts *********** 

The Stout Family wishes you all a wonderful and merry Christmas! 

We are grateful to have you as family and friends.   

Your prayers and kindnesses bless us deeply. 

This is wonderful place to call home.  Blessings to you, fellow pilgrims. 

We are happy to journey with you on this road of becoming  

better Christ-Followers. 

With Love, Kurt, Heidi, Isaac (18), Caleb (16), Beletu (14), and Hanna (11) 



Born of a Woman 
At Christmas, of course, Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  The Son, the 
second person of the Godhead, has always existed; He has no beginning.  But at a 
certain point in history about 2,000 years ago, the Son became a human being.  As the 
apostle Paul wrote, But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, 
born of a woman… (Galatians 4:4).   

 Christmas is so familiar to us that it can tend to lose its luster as to its spiritual 
significance.  But just ponder it for a moment; God became a man.  As the hymn Hark! 
the Herald Angels Sing puts it, Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail the incarnate 
Deity…. The word “incarnate” means “invested with bodily and especially human 
nature and form.”  Speaking of Christ, Paul writes that in Him all the fullness of Deity 

dwells in bodily form (Colossians 2:9).  But why?  Why did God become a human being?  If He 
was going to become something, why didn’t He become an angel, for example?   

 The answer, among other places, is found in Hebrews 2:14-18, since the children share 
in flesh and blood, He Himself (Christ) likewise also partook of the same, that through death He 
might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and might free those 
who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. For assuredly He does not give 
help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham.  Therefore, He had to be made 
like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 

things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  For since He Himself 
was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are 
tempted.   

 Jesus didn’t come to help angels; He came to help people.  By dying as a person, He was 
able to conquer death in His resurrection (John 14: 19).  And by conquering death, He rendered 
Satan powerless against all who believe in Jesus.  For the believer, then, death is swallowed up 
in victory (1 Corinthians 15:54), so the fear of death and its spiritual bondage are destroyed 
through the work of Christ.  Therefore we can joyfully say, even now, "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR 
VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?"  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is 
the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 
Corinthians 15:55-57).  Jesus was born of a woman so that He could rescue those who were born 
of women, praise God. 
 

  Ron Burns, Discipleship Coordinator 
  All Scripture references are NASB 
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MEET OUR NEW WORSHIP COORDINATORS 
We are pleased to announce Ian & Katherine Angle as the new Worship Co-Coordinators 
at First Brethren. Ian & Katherine started their marriage 6 years ago in Lost Angeles, CA 
where they served together as worship co-leaders for two weekly youth services at The 

Church on the Way. Shortly after moving back to Indiana they began attending FBC and 

have been actively serving on both the Worship Team and the Ministry of Worship for the 
past 3 years. Ian works for Sweetwater Sound in Fort Wayne and Katherine is a massage 

therapist/stay at home mommy. They have three children—AimeeSue (4, almost 5), 
Luciana (3), and Joshua (1) —who all have a love of music just like their parents. We hope 

you will join us in welcoming the Angles to the FBC ministry team. 



‘Tis the Season for GIVING 

As followers of Christ, we are called to give of our time, talents, and resources all year 
long. But there are always extra opportunities at Christmas. Here are some ways you can 

help give to our church and our community this month:  
 

Prison Fellowship Angel Tree 
Wrapped gifts, accompanied by the tags from the tree, should be returned to the Gathering Area by Sunday, 

December 3.  
 

Help deliver these gifts to children! If you would be interested in helping to deliver the gifts on Saturday, 
December 9 from 9a.m.—Noon, please come to a  meeting on Friday, Dec. 8 @ 6:00 p.m. for more information 

and instructions. Please contact Traci Cummins at 306-1283 with any questions.  
 
 

Coats for our Community 
The deadline for donations  of new and gently used coats, hats, scarves, and gloves will be December 3rd. 
Sorting and Tagging of coats will be on Sunday, December 10th at 3:00 p.m. at the church. Coats will be 
distributed on December 19th from 1:30 to 5:30 at the Manchester Administration Office Auditorium. If you 
would like to help with tagging, sorting, or distributing coats please contact Cindy Pyle (578-1301). 
 

*Please note....If anyone within our church family is in need of coats personally or knows of someone who is please 
contact the church office.  We would like to bless as many as possibly with the gift of warmth. 
 

Thank you to all who have contributed so generously this year!!! 
 
 

REACH Christmas Boxes 
Each year REACH, a ministry of the Fellowship of Churches, assembles and distributes boxes of food and 
necessities for local families in need. You can be a part of this by helping to unload and sort incoming donations 
during the week of December 4-8 in our Fellowship Hall, or by helping to distribute boxes to families on Saturday, 
December 9 @ 9:00 a.m. To help during the week, please contact coordinator Jodi Barrett at 982-2306 to be 
sure someone will be here during the time you would like to come in. 

  
 

FAMily Diaper Shower 
The FBC Foster and Adoptive Ministry (FAMily) is sponsoring a Diaper/Baby Wipes Shower now through 
December 17 to help FBC foster parents.  Please take a tree ornament from the 
Gathering Area indicating the particular items needed.  There will be a chest 
near the tree for your purchases.  Thank you for supporting our fostering 
parents!   
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POINSETTIAS: 
Buy a Poinsettia 
in Honor or 
Memory – 
Interested in 
decorating the 
church by purchasing a 
poinsettia in honor or memory of 
someone? Use an envelope in the 
foyer, or contact the office or 
Cottage Creations. Prices this 
year are $19, $29 and $43 
depending on desired size. We 
will be ordering white 
poinsettias this year unless you 
request a different color. Orders 
can be placed through December 
10.  

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
The Ministry of Worship invite 
you and your family to join in 
an evening of caroling and 
community! We will plan to 
meet at the front entrance of 
Timbercrest at 5:15 p.m. on 
Friday, December 22 where 
we’ll sing to the residents during 

their dinner Then we’ll head to 
Peabody and carol through the 
halls. Following this everyone is 
invited back to the church for 
soup, hot cocoa, and family fun. 
We hope you’ll join us! Please 
contact the office or Katherine 
Angle (450-5069) with 
questions. There is a sign up 
sheet in the foyer to help with 
planning for food.  
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Children’s Discipleship 

 

 

The Christmas season is a special time of year.  The excitement, especially 

for kids, is contagious.  We hope your family will be filled with joy and will 

also be listening for God’s voice as He invites you to be a part of His story, 

just like the characters the kids will be acting out in our Christmas program.  

 

Garden Nursery (birth-24 months) Please continue to label items like diaper bags, sippy cups, and 

pacifiers.  It really helps us so we can know what belongs to each child. J 

Garden Twos (24 months-36 months by August 1) This month we will be learning that Jesus is born.   See 

if your child can name some of the characters in the Christmas story. 

Garden 3-Ks   will be celebrating Christmas as they learn about the angels, shepherds, and wisemen 

who were thankful for Jesus!   

LOFT and elementary Sunday School (grades 1-6)  groups will be learning how John the Baptist prepared 

the way for Jesus, how we can celebrate Jesus’ birth, and how we can worship Jesus like the wise men.   

Our new winter memory verses will start in January.   

KIDS’ CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10TH DURING THE 10:30 SERVICE.   Garden kids 

(age 3-K) should meet in their room and LOFT kids (grades 1-6) should meet in the LOFT room to practice 

during the 9:15 service or as soon as they arrive at 10:30. LOFT kids will have a dress rehearsal on 

Saturday, the 9th from 10:30-11:30- please try to be there so we can work on stage space and timing with 

the microphones. J   

 

KIDS FOR CHRIST (5TH AND 6TH graders) CHRISTMAS PARTY!    

 Friday, December 8th   7-9 p.m. 

 Girls bring drinks, Guys bring snacks to share. 

 Wear and “ugly” Christmas sweater/outfit and bring a white 
 elephant (not broken, but you don’t want it) gift.   

 Meet in the KFC room (use 5th Street door) across from LOFT. 

 

 

CAROLING- ALL FAMILIES ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE WORSHIP TEAM’S  

CAROLING OUTING to share Christmas joy!  Meet at the front entrance of 

Timbercrest at 5:15 p.m. on Friday, December 22nd. We’ll also go to Peabody 

and then there will be an opportunity for everyone to come back to the church 

for soup, hot cocoa, and family fellowship time.  
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

9:15-10:15 AM, SUNDAYS  

The JH class meets in the front part of the Fellowship Hall. 
The HS class meets in the back part of the Fellowship Hall. 

 

6:15-7:45 PM, WEDNESDAYS 

Combined Youth Group meets together in the Fellowship Hall.  
Friends are always welcome to join us! 

 
 

 

TEAM JAMAICA 
NEXT TEAM MEETING: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 

We will share lunch together after church.  
Location TBD. 

Bring a dish to share. 
$300 deposit is due on this day. 

 
 

 

THE STORY OF GOD 
A PERSONAL EXERCISE 

In Youth Group, we’re on a crash course through the Bible, looking at  
the four big parts of God’s Story: Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Restoration. 

Since your story makes the most sense in light of God’s Story,  
here is an exercise you can do to reflect on your story. 

As you do this, you may come to recognize a DOMINANT THEME in your story: 
what colors how you see God, yourself, others, and how you live.   

 

CREATION 
What has my identity been based on? Where have I gotten my sense of who I am? 

 

FALL 
Who or what have been the problems in my life? 

 

REDEMPTION 
Who or what has been my Savior?  

What have been the solutions to my problems? 
 

RESTORATION 
What has changed in my life and what do I believe can change? 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS BACON PARTY 
6:15 to 9:00PM, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20 

Extended Youth Group!  
Bring a dish to share for our Christmas Bacon Feast. 

Wear a Christmas sweater, bring a White Elephant Gift,  
and be ready to sing/act out Christmas carols!   
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