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What is your Source? 
By Pastor Kurt 

Sometimes people want to know where you’ve come up with an idea, recipe, 

technique, quote, or statistic.  The question they are asking is, “What is your Source?”  

Basically, “From whom or from where did you get that information?”  The book of Proverbs 

has come to be known as a source of wisdom – practical thoughts on how to live in this 

world.  During August’s Proverbs challenge we read 31 chapters in 31 days. 

In reading Proverbs this month, God convicted me in many ways: use of words, 

generosity, selfishness, voices of distraction, pride, kindness, contentment… to name a few.  

There are all kinds of resources, articles, seminars, books, and websites one could go to for 

helpful strategies and practices to address these specific areas.  However, the place we must 

go to first is where Proverbs initially pointed us toward.  Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the LORD 

is the beginning of knowledge.”   People can try to face fears and flaws by following “3 easy 

steps,” but real lasting change comes when our hearts are aligned with our Heavenly Father.  

Before we rush to some other resource, we must rush to The Source.   

This idea of “fearing the Lord” shows up nearly a 

dozen times in the book of Proverbs.  It means 

to have a healthy sense, or reverence and awe 

for God, and about our place in the universe.  

Rather than placing ourselves at the center of the universe, we acknowledge God for who He 

is.  To “Fear the Lord” is to recognize that we are not God and that we don’t get to make up 

our own definitions of good and evil, right and wrong.  Instead, we must humble ourselves 

before God and embrace His definition of right and wrong, even when it’s inconvenient for 

us. (Source? The Bible Project – Jon Collins & Tim Mackie) 

 Our culture needs a new perspective of God’s place in the universe.  So do our 

churches.  We need a fresh understanding and application of what it means to “fear of the 

Lord.”  I know I do.  How about you?  Where in your life have you become calloused to the 

Word of God?  Where in your life have you forgotten to view life decisions from God’s moral 

code?   

 Proverbs reminds us to keep our eyes focused and our ears attentive.  New 

Testament books say it this way, “Set our heart/minds on things above” (Colossians 3:1-2; 

Heb 12:2 – “fix our eyes on Jesus”).  This healthy advice puts our lives and God in proper 

perspective.  So keep reading and applying the principles of Proverbs.  Remember that they 

are not promises, but probabilities.  There are exceptions; which is why the books of 

Ecclesiastes and Job help us face the “exceptions” and disappointments of life.   

When you’re done with this wisdom book (Proverbs) why not keep reading?  

Discover what Ecclesiastes and Job have to teach.  You may think you are familiar with these 

books, but most of what we know is mere introductory.  Dive deep.  Keep learning.  Pursue 

“the fear of the LORD.”  He is the best Source and most trustworthy resource the world has 

ever known. 

Before we rush to some other 

resource, we must rush to the Source. 
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We offer our sympathies to the family of 

Kay Bellinger at her passing on August 8. 

Services were held at McKee Mortuary on August 11.  

News & Announcements 

Prayer Cards  
The ivory prayer cards 
in the pews are 
available for any prayer 
requests. You may 
place the card in the 
offering plate or leave 
it in the church office.  

Prayer Room 
The Prayer Room is 
located just outside the sanctuary door to the 
children’s wing. Except for Wednesdays when it’s 
Lisa’s office, the Prayer Room is available for prayer 
whenever the church is open. During each of the 
Sunday morning services, someone is praying in 
there for you, the congregation of FBC.  
We would like to encourage everyone to choose a 
Sunday and a service and sign up to pray there. 
Sign up is on the bulletin board beside the Prayer 
Room.  

Prayer Service  
A prayer service is held 
each Tuesday at 6:30 
p.m. in the library. It 
consists of guided prayer 
time and spontaneous 
scripture reading. Adults, 
teens, and kids welcome.  

Sympathies 

We extend our sympathies to the family of Johnny Wheeler, 

Shannon Cook’s father, at his passing on August 14. Services 

were held at McKee Mortuary on August 18.  

Congratulations to the Trever & 

Jasmine Jones family on the 

finalization of their most recent 

adoptions. They officially added 

daughter Kylie Elizabeth and son Darrien Tyler to their 

family on August 17. Kylie & Darrien join big siblings 

Payton, Amayah, and Logan.  
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Anniversaries 
  2 – Michael & DeAnne Clifton ‘89 
        Matthew & Teresa Mize ‘94 
  6 – Daren & Rachel Ransbottom ‘14 
  7 – Steve & Vicky White ‘74 
10 – Ryan & Sarah Anguilm '94 
        Ian & Katherine Angle ‘11 
16 – Mike & Lucy McKinley ‘89  
19 – Heath & Jennifer Miller ‘98 
20 – Ted & Jackie Ihnen ‘53 
21 – Loren & Brenda Blocher '85 
22 – Alex & Kristi Sparks ‘89 
27 – Phil & Brittany Holmes ‘14 
29 – Dane & Jill Simcoe ‘01 

September 

Birthdays 
1 –   Garen Bushong 
        Steve Bucher 
        Megan Sites 
  7 – Michael Johnson 
        Michelle Johnson 
        Earl Montel 
  9 – Haylie Miller 
10 – Alex Sparks 
11 – Kyle Martin 
12 – Rena Vawter 
        Hope Miller 
13 – Delton Moore 
        Heath Miller 
        Kim Pratt 
        Penny Deal 
        Dallas Martin 
14 – Amy Baker 
        Raimi Vawter 
15 – Wendy Frantz 
        Tyler Mast 
        Cindy Miller 
        Skylar Hackworth 

16 – Tyler Brunk 
17 – Addison Ramseier 
        Allie Kauffman 
19 – Hannah Newell 
        Darren Gay 
20 – Jenny Hill 
21 – Renae Blocher 
22 – Dorene Fratus 
        Jessilyn McKee 
        Miranda Martin 
23 – Cooper Lauer 
24 – Cindy Pyle 
        Michael Clifton 
        Amy Collett 
        Dale Ruppert 
25 – Loren Blocher 
        Brenda Blocher 
        Holden Poston 
26 – Kynzi Peden 
28 – Gavin Harting 
        Anne Flenar 
 
 

A Call to Prayer and Fasting: Leadership 
Selection 

 

This month the congregation (attending believers) will be invited to suggest names for two 
Diaconate Leadership Council (DLC) positions,  as well as one or two individuals to serve 
on each of the Ministries. Take some time to fast and prayerfully consider who you feel may 
best serve in these leadership positions.  Perhaps you feel led to serve. 
 

Confirmation of DLC members will likely take place on a Sunday in early October, while the 
Ministry positions will be selected at the annual congregational meeting (date TBD).  No 
nominations will be taken from the floor during the business meeting. 
 

The basis by which you should nominate someone is on their integrity, spiritual maturity, 
giftedness, and commitment.  Church membership is required to serve on the DLC, but not to serve on a Ministry team.  Below is a brief 
description of the Diaconate Leadership Council and Ministries. 
 

PURPOSE OF THE DIACONATE LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
According to the Constitution, the DLC shall: 1) seek God’s will for the vision and direction of The Church; 2) demonstrate servant 
leadership as modeled in the life of Jesus; 3) make major policy decisions; 4) oversee the Ministries; and 5) provide prayer support and 
accountability for the Senior Pastor as well as the staff and Ministries of The Church.  These leaders typically meet bi-monthly.  Garen 
Bushong and Mike Pyle, current DLC members, have completed two terms and are unavailable for reaffirmation.  Thank them for their 
faithful service to the Lord and this congregation. 
 

PURPOSE OF THE MINISTRIES 
(Adult Discipleship, Youth Discipleship, Children’s Discipleship, Nurture, Worship, Outreach, Stewardship, Property) 

As indicated by their specific titles, these ministries oversee the various programs related to their area of ministry.  The aim of these 
ministries is not to do all the serving, but to encourage and empower others to serve along them in ministry.  These ministry leaders meet 
monthly. 
 

For more detailed information about the role and responsibilities of the DLC and Ministries,  
stop by the office and pick up a copy of the church constitution. 

 First Brethren Church  
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29  

Reading Plan Bookmark  
2017  

 
September         Judges 

  4                        9-10 
  5                  11-12 
  6                        13-14 
  7             15-16 
  8                 17-18 
                        
11                     19-21 

          1 Corinthians 
12                       1-2 
13             3-4 
14                       5-6 
15                             7 
 
18  8-9 
19         10-11 
20             12-13 
21                       14-15 
22                    16 

 

          Ruth 
25                    1-2 
26                        3-4 

         2 Corinthians 
27                        1-2 
28                3-4 
29              5-6 
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How Did He Do It? 

Have you ever been treated unjustly?  We all have.  Jesus knows what it’s like; He was the most 

unjustly treated person who ever lived.  He was the perfect God-man.  He never sinned; He 

never did, said, or even thought anything wrong.  He treated everyone fairly, and 

went around doing good (Acts 10:38).  He never acted selfishly, but always 

looked out for the interests of others.  And yet, He was verbally abused 

throughout His ministry, with accusations being hurled against him such as being 

allied with Satan, deceiving people, and blasphemy.  And of course, in the end, 

He was wrongly sentenced to death, and was beaten and crucified, a type of 

execution reserved for the worst kind of criminals, being taunted by his enemies 

throughout.  But all the while Jesus held His tongue.  As it says in Isaiah 53:7, 

speaking of the Messiah, He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He did not 

open His mouth; like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent 

before its shearers, so He did not open His mouth.  As Peter puts it, while being 

reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats (1 Peter 

2:23).  

 How did He do it?  How did He endure such extreme, unfair treatment 

without any physical or even verbal retaliation?  The answer is found in the rest 

of 1 Peter 2:23; while being reviled, He did not revile 

in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting 

Himself to Him who judges righteously.  The way Jesus did it was to 

entrust Himself to God, who judges righteously.  Jesus knew that 

even though justice was not being served at that moment, 

eventually it would be.  The Psalmists took great delight in the fact 

that God was a God of justice.  For example, David writes in 

Psalm 7, God is a righteous judge, and a God who feels indignation 

every day…I will give to the Lord the thanks due to His 

righteousness, and I will sing praise to the name of the LORD, the Most High (vv. 11, 17).  When 

David had a chance to kill King Saul who was after David’s life, he didn’t do it.  Instead, David said 

to Saul, "May the LORD judge between you and me, and may the LORD avenge me on you; but 

my hand shall not be against you…The LORD therefore be judge and decide between you and me; 

and may He see and plead my cause and deliver me from your hand. (1 Samuel 24:12,15).   

 When we are ill-treated, we can do the same thing Jesus and David did; entrust 

ourselves to God who judges righteously.  As the apostle Paul wrote, Never pay back evil for evil 

to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men.  If possible, so far as it depends on you, 

be at peace with all men.  Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of 

God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord.  "BUT IF YOUR ENEMY 

IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL 

HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD."  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  

Romans 12:17-21 (quoting Proverbs 25:21-22 in caps).  The burning coals represent shame that 

believers’ enemies feel when believers treat them in a loving fashion.  We have a God of justice, 

so we don’t have to take justice into our own hands.  Like Jesus, we can entrust ourselves to 

Him. 
 

Ron Burns, Discipleship Coordinator 

All Scripture references are NASB 

How did He do it?  How 
did He endure such 

extreme, unfair 
treatment without any 
physical or even verbal 

retaliation? 
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You’ve heard about the devastation and destruction left in the path of  Hurricane Harvey, but what can you do to 
help? The following information comes from the National Brethren Church and the Brethren Relief Fund:  
With disaster relief, there are often a few phases to the effort. The first centers around rescue. This is primarily 
best left to professionals with proper training, though we continue to see wonderful stories of regular neighbors 
being a part of this effort. 

Next, after the waters recede, efforts will move into a relief stage. Relief is centered around clearing damage, 
removing mold ridden drywall and carpet, debris and more.  

Last, and least glamorous, is the restoration stage. Rebuilding homes, neighborhoods and more. Restoring from 
the long-term effects a disaster can have on people's lives.  

The Brethren Relief Fund is helping with all three of these stages in the following ways: 

1) BRF has made a $4,000 initial donation to The Church of The Brethren's Children's Disaster Services. CDS is 
already on the ground in San Antonio, serving at shelters. They're working further into the affected region and 
providing clean up buckets, care for kids and more. CDS, Church of The Brethren and their Emergency Disaster 
Fund work closely with national organizations, and well-equipped to do this work, and most importantly, 
already on the ground doing this work.  

2) Individuals and churches have asked about organizing teams to do a short-term mission and disaster relief. 
BRF encourages this, and we can connect you to other Brethren Churches and individuals interested in doing 
so. We encourage you to partner with each other to maximize efforts and consider partnering with our siblings 
from Church of The Brethren in this effort. To express interest and be connected to others interested, please 
email brethren@brethrenchurch.org. BRF monies are available for groups to go and do this work and can be 
applied for online at www.brethrenchurch.org/harvey  

3) We're encouraging individuals and churches to join in giving to BRF, to sustain efforts long after the storm 
passes. Join other Brethren Churches in a special offering this Sunday, or give online right now at 
www.brethrenchurch.org/hurricane-harvey-brethren-relief-fund *  

*At North Manchester First Brethren Church we are encouraging you to give an additional offering, above your 
normal tithe, to the relief efforts as you are able. This can be done by writing “Brethren Relief” in the memo line of 
your check or the Designated Expenses line of your offering envelope any Sunday during the month of September.  

 

David & Cecilia Molina, along with their sons, Nicolás 

and Lucas, are our Global Partners for the month. 

They have been hard at work developing new 

ministries in what can only be described as incredibly 

hard soil. However, though the soil is difficult at times 

the Molina family and the church are making some 

impressive new inroads throughout the community. 

David has become a referee for local sports clubs and 

helped the church to enter in and host several table 

tennis competitions, a sport that is very popular in 

Spain. Cecilia recently finished her work at the 

university and now seeks to help as a social services 

counselor. Both of their sons are also heavily involved 

in ministry as well. They are the only evangelical 

church in the region for fifty miles. Please keep them 

in prayer as they continue to work, live and lead as 

Christ calls. 

 

On Sunday, September 17th, the Junior High and 
Senior High youth will host the Third Sunday 
Luncheon. For several years the youth have 
sponsored a boy living at the Brethren Orphanage in 
India. His name is Bobby G. The proceeds from this 
luncheon will go to pay his annual support. The 
remainder of the funds that they raise will go to other 
projects they have such as donations to Amy Collett, 
the Godoys, and a Compassion International child. 
They will serve a Baked Potato Bar with all the 
toppings and lots of assorted desserts. Please come, 
meet the youth, and support their ministry around 
the world.  
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Children’s Discipleship 
 

As fall gets nearer and nights get cooler, take a look at the stars 

and remember that the God of the universe who made those 

stars knows you and your family!  He is with you wherever you 

go and you are able to be a part of what He is doing in the 

world!   Find ways to spend time together reading the Bible 

and talking together about how you are loving, obeying, 

following, and trusting God in your lives.  Each of our age 

groups of kids this month will be learning about Creation and 

that God made everything.  

Garden Two-year-olds will be learning “God Made Me” in 

their class during September.  Each week they will learn how 

God made our world and the people in it.   

Garden 3-Ks will have an “Art-rageous Art Studio” theme as they learn about Creation, obeying 

God, and how God keeps His promises.  The memory verse is Genesis 1:1.  

LOFT (grades 1-6) will travel back in time to “In the Beginning” as they study the book of 

Genesis.  Lessons this month will focus on Creation and how God gives us choices.  Our memory 

verses are Genesis 1:1, bonus of John 1:1-5, and learning the books of the Old Testament. 

Sunday School classes begin September 3 for grades 1-6 during 10:30 hour.  Watch for signs for 

your grade’s location. J 

The LOFT Team needs you! We are looking for adult helpers in LOFT to join the kids at 9:15 and 

assist the teachers and worship leaders.   If you are interested, please let Lisa Rice or Shannon 

Cook know asap.  

KFC (5th and 6th graders) will have an evening just for them at the end of the month.  Be 

watching for the whats and whens and invite your friends! 

 

COMING UP IN OCTOBER! 

THREE WEEKS OF AMAZING! FOR FAMILIES WITH KIDS AGE            

4 years-6TH GRADE!  SAVE YOUR WEDNESDAY NIGHTS AND BE 

PRAYING FOR A FAMILY YOU CAN BRING WITH YOU OR HOW YOU 

CAN SERVE.  
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FALL SCHEDULE 

WEEKLY PROGRAMS 
 

9:15-10:15 AM, SUNDAYS  

The JH class is meeting in the front part of the Fellowship Hall. 

The HS class meets in the back section of the Fellowship Hall. 
 

6:15-7:45 PM, WEDNESDAYS 

Combined Youth Group meets together in the Fellowship Hall.  

Friends are always welcome to join us! 

 
 

 

 

REMEDY DRIVE CONCERT 
6:15-11:00 PM, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ONLY 

Sign up by September 3. Cost is $10. 

  

 
 

BAPTISM @ THE BRC 
3:30PM, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 

The Brethren Retreat Center in Shipshewana is a special place for a lot of people, 

and for Dawson Yarnelle, it’s where he wants to be baptized!  

If you’d like to go and support Dawson, get a carpool together  

and meet us up at the camp lake at 3:30pm.  

After the baptism, we will grill and hang out. 

Please bring a dish to pass. 

 

 
 

 

FIFTH QUARTERS 
SEPTEMBER 1, 8, AND 15 

JUNIOR HIGH STUDENTS ONLY 

After home football games. Held at the Town Life Center. 

Cost is $1 or four quarters. Ends at 11:30pm.  

If you are a high school student and would like to help with this outreach ministry, 

talk to Pastor Tim. 

  
 

 

SEE YOU AT THE POLE 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

“LET US FIX OUR EYES ON JESUS” HEBREWS 12:2 

Student-Led Prayer Around the MJSHS Flagpole 
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Wednesday Nights (October 4, 11, & 18) 

 6:30—7:45 pm 
Club RIOT & KFC  

 

October 8 
6:30 pm 

Communion 
 

October 15 

After morning services  
3rd Sunday Lunch: Coats for Kids 

L KING 
AHEAD  


