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Is it harder to be a Christian or a non-Christian? 
By Pastor Kurt 

I’ve recently been wrestling through this question after reading a chapter in Eugene 

Peterson’s book A Long Obedience in the Same Direction.  The book takes a look at various 

Psalms and seeks to inspire faithful living over the long haul.  In chapter 10, Peterson writes, 

“There is a general assumption prevalent in the world that it is extremely difficult to be a 

Christian… But this is as far from the truth as the east is from the west.  The easiest thing in 

the world is to be a Christian.  What is hard is to be a sinner.  Being a Christian is what we 

were created for.  The life of faith has the support of an entire creation and the resources of a 

magnificent redemption.  The structure of this world was created by God so we can live in it 

easily and happily as his children… It is not Christians who have it hard, but non-

Christians.” (p.115) 

Peterson is not saying that Christians don’t face troubles or hardships.  We all can 

attest to that.  Besides, Jesus clearly indicated that we would have troubles (John 16:33).  

However, in His same breath, Jesus encourages us with these words, “Take heart! I have 

overcome the world.”  I think we have forgotten to “Take heart!”  And we have minimized 

Jesus’ overcoming proclamation.  

Christians far too often resign themselves to defeatism even though Jesus has paved 

a way for spiritual victory.  It’s time we set aside the false notions that it’s easier to sin than 

to obey.  Our sin nature may be strong, but “Greater is He that is in you than he who is in the 

world” (1 John 4:4).  Now don’t get me wrong, I know it’s a battle.  This is vulnerably shared 

in Paul’s letter to the Romans (7:14-25).  He shares the internal and external struggles waging 

war against us.  But keep reading, don’t overlook that Paul ends with great hope and asserts 

that through Jesus we have and can live this victorious truth.   Perhaps it’s just that we give 

too much credit to “the dark side” and forget to live as we were created – sons and 

daughters of the King.   

Additionally, perhaps we have wrongly viewed our heroes of the faith (past and 

present).  If from our sin nature we view heroic acts of faith/obedience as extreme or 

challenging, then we are likely to quickly dismiss any possible application to our own journey.  

However, if we begin to view “heroism” as normative for the Believer and truly trust the Holy 

Spirit’s power at work in us, then maybe something “hard” could be transformed into 

something “possible” or even “easy.”   

Could it be that we don’t really believe that favorite verse we quote and put on 

plagues in our offices and homes?  Do we really believe that “we can do all things through 

Christ who strengthens us” (Phil 4:13)?  Is there something we are considering “too hard” 

which Jesus wants to make “easy and light” (Matt 11:30)?  His commands are not as 

“burdensome” as we think (1 John 5:3). 
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Our sympathies go out to the family of Virgil 

Kenneth (Ken) Juillerat, father of Kim Pohler & 
Dorene Fratus, at his passing on Tuesday, July 4th. Services were 
held at McKee Mortuary on July 10th. 

Chris  & Wendy Frantz welcomed daughter Alex 

Mae on July 2nd, weighing 6lb 10oz and 20 ½ 

inches long. Proud grandparents are Joe  & Anne Frantz and Mark  

& Caroline Callaway. Congratulations Frantz family!  

News & Announcements 

Prayer Cards in Pews 
The ivory prayer cards in 

the pews are available 

for any prayer requests. 

You may place the card 

in the offering plate or 

leave it in the church 

office.  

Weekly Prayer Opportunities 

Prayer Room 
The Prayer Room is located just outside the sanctuary 

door to the children’s wing. Except for Wednesdays 

when it’s Lisa’s office, the Prayer Room is available for 

prayer whenever the church is open. During each of the 

Sunday morning services, someone is praying in there 

for you, the congregation of FBC.  

We would like to encourage everyone to choose a 

Sunday and a service and sign up to pray there. Sign up 

is on the bulletin board beside the Prayer Room.  

Weekly Prayer Service  
A prayer service is held 

each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 

in the library. It consists of 

guided prayer time and 

spontaneous scripture 

reading. Adults, teens, and 

kids welcome.  

Sympathies 

Congratulations  

We are saddened to hear of the passing of long time Brethren 
missionary Jenny Loi. Jenny and her husband David served as 
Global Partners in Malaysia from 1979-2014. There are still two 
active congregations there started by the Lois many years ago. 
Please be in prayer for David and their children, Stephen (Pearl) and 
Rebecca as they walk this journey. Sympathies are best 
communicated to David via email, davidloimbc@gmail.com  

We offer our condolences to the family of Sara Beth Dockter, sister 
of Nathan Dockter, at her passing on July 18th. Services were held 
at McKee Mortuary on July 21st. 

Thank You  

Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you for your loving and caring support this 
past month as our family grieved the loss of my 
mother, Katherine Macfarline. Thank you for the 
prayers, the phone calls, cards, food, flowers, and 
most of all, your love. My family could feel God’s 
love through you and your kindnesses. Thank you. 
 

Love in Him, 
 

Anne Frantz and Family 
 
 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

We wanted to extend our gratitude and appreciation 
for all the prayers, cards, and visits during this 
difficult time with our father and husband.  
 

God bless!  
 

Linda Juillerat, Dorene Fratus and Family, 
Kimberly Pohler and Family 
 
 

 

Thank you so very much for the prayers, cards, 
meals and the comforting blanket we received since 
my fall and surgery in March. Thanks also to 
Pastor Kurt, Pastor Ron and Pei for the visits and 
words of encouragement. 
 

We have a great church family and by the Grace of 
God through prayer I am finally on my way to 
recovery. Thank you. 
 

Ted and Jackie Ihnen 

31 Chapters in 31 days. The book of Proverbs is full of 
helpful advice and guidance for daily living.  We invite you 
to accept our Proverbs challenge and then join us on 
Sunday mornings this month as Pastor Kurt leads us in 
uncovering God’s foundational truths for living and 
decision-making.  As you read, take note of your favorite 
sayings and words of wisdom.  Share them with your class, 
group, and family, but most importantly, look for ways to 
apply those Truths.   
 

We’re also sharing our notes from Proverbs on the church 
Facebook page this month. Join in and share what you're 
learning at www.facebook.com/NMFirstBrethren 
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29 – Wynter Harris 
30 – Liam York 
31 – Janice Chapman 
        Elizabeth Smith 
 

Anniversaries 
  2 – Kevin & Janean Watson ‘86 
  4 – Kent & Teresa Coble ‘85 
        Matt & Elizabeth Smith ‘01 
  5 – Ron & Joyce Eberly ‘72 
        Chad & Rena Vawter ‘00 
  9 – Randy & Sharon Fruitt ‘70 
        Zach & Katie Vawter ‘14 
12 – Nate & Janell Dockter ‘94 
        Ian & Candy Poston ‘06 
13 – Noah & Krisandra Johnson ‘16 
14 – Tim & Tawn McLaughlin ‘93 
        Terry & Kathie Sites ‘93 
15 – Jim & Heather Winger ‘07 
18 – Mike & Cindy Pyle ‘84 
19 – Ray & Gerry Eberly ‘73 
20 – Jay & Linda Warner ‘61 
        Zac & Amber Ramseier ‘11 
25 – Joe & Janice Burgos ‘62 
27 – Kurt & Heidi Stout ‘94 
        Roger & Chris Metzger '88 
29 – Trent & Heidi Martin ‘08 
31 – Andy & Shannon Cook ‘02 

August 

Birthdays 
  1 – Sharon Fruitt 
        Kolby Haecker 
        Jennifer Miller 
        Kathie Sites 
        Todd Floor 
  2 – Ted Ihnen 
        Chris Metzger 
        Bonnie Miller 
  3 – Diana Music 
        Evan McLaughlin 
        Leticia Callaway 
  4 – Ella Peden 
  5 – Carrie Vineyard 
  6 – Joe Frantz 
        Rhonda Hernandez 
        Donna Boomershine 
        Candy Poston 
  7 – Peggy Workman 
        Charles Craig 
  8 – Doug Rice 
        Kathy McClure 
  9 – Marieta Steele 
        Andrew Callaway 
10 – Nathaniel Miller 
        Eldon Rager 

11 – Bud Lindzy 
        Tracy Trump 
        Shiloh Hand 
12 – Carl Petrie 
        Trish Lauer 
13 – Mary Ann Swihart 
        Nate Dockter 
14 – Dee Grindle 
15 – Diane Metzger 
16 – Dee Montel  
17 – Ron Eberly 
20 – Pattie Webb 
        Faith Miller 
        Bridgette Mast 
        Doug Shilling 
24 – Chris Walters 
        Ethan Rice   
        Sue Craig   
25 – Madison Dockter  
        Peyton Lauer 
27 – Rita Haecker 
        Austin Martin  
        Cathy Shepherd 
        Heath Miller 
28 – Kurt Stout 
        Caitlyn Pratt 
        Brent Westendorf 

 First Brethren Church  
Learn From Me … Matt. 11:29  

Reading Plan Bookmark  
2017  

July 
31                Acts    27-28 

August 
  1             Joshua    1-2 
  2                        3-4 
  3             5-6 
  4                 7-8 
                        

  7                 9-10 

  8                    11-12 
  9             13-14 
10                       15-16 
11                       17-18 
 

14  19-20 
15         21-22 
16             23-24 
17         Romans 1-2 
18            3-4 
 

21                    5-6 
22           7-8 
23                        9-10 
24                11-12 
25              13-14 
 

28                      15-16 
29            Judges           1-2 
30             3-4 

31                  5-6 

September 

  1             7-8 

mailto:office@nmfbc.org
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How Can He Stand It? 

 With all of the evil that happens in the world, maybe you’ve wondered, like I have, “How 

can God stand it?”  With the technology that exists today we learn of many major tragedies 

anywhere in the world within minutes of their occurrence, not to mention the 

unsettling events that happen more locally.  It’s easy to be overwhelmed by it, 

but we’re only aware of a tiny fraction of the bad things that happen.  God 

knows every single evil event that has ever happened, and that ever will take 

place.  How does He put up with it?   

 One answer, I believe, is that He sees the end of it all, and it’s beautiful.  

Isaiah 46:9-10 says, “Remember the former things long past, for I am God, and 

there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me,  declaring the end from 

the beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been done, saying, 

‘My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all My good pleasure'”.  If 

you’ve ever done a restoration project, say a piece of furniture or a car, you 

know that the object being restored looks worse before it looks better.  

Periodically I have to touch-up with paint our metal porch railing, which involves 

grinding off the rust.  The railing can look pretty sorry before the paint is applied, 

but after it’s painted the railing looks better than before the project was begun 

(hopefully).  God is in the process of restoring what was lost in the fall.  In Acts 3:18 the apostle 

Peter speaks in a sermon of the restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth of 

His holy prophets from ancient time.  The apostle John in Revelation 21:1-4 says, Then I saw a 

new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is 

no longer any sea.  And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne, 

saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they 

shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away every tear from 

their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, 

or pain; the first things have passed away."  Once the “rust” is removed, so to speak, God will 

make all things new. 

 But why doesn’t He do it now?  Why does He wait?  One answer is found in 2 Peter 3.  

Peter said that in the last days people will mock and say the Lord’s not coming back.  After all, He 

hasn’t come back yet and it’s been so long.  But Peter’s reply is in 3:9, The Lord is not slow about 

His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but 

for all to come to repentance.  The Lord’s “delay” is caused by patience; He’s waiting for more 

people to repent and be saved.  When I find myself wondering why the Lord delays, I remind 

myself to be thankful that He didn’t come back, say, 40 years ago.  If He had, He would have 

found me in an unsaved condition, lost forever.   

 So how can God stand all the evil?  He sees the beautiful end that’s coming, and He’s 

patient.   

 Ron Burns, Discipleship Coordinator 
  All Scripture references are NASB 



FAMILY CAMP @ THE BRETHREN  

  RETREAT CENTER  
The last blast of summer! Family camp is an awesome time to spend quality time with 

your family and other families as well. Spend Labor Day weekend at The Brethren 

Retreat Center and enjoy great family programming all weekend long—and all you can 

eat ice cream! Friday, September 1—Monday, September 4. Watch for registration 

details coming soon. 
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BRETHREN WAY OF CHRIST 
 

What if you devoted three days to spend time with Jesus – learning more of His love and truth, seeking His will for your 

life in a very encouraging atmosphere, and making new Christian friends along the way?   

 

This is offered in the Brethren Way of Christ, which consists in part of a free three-day weekend (Thursday evening 

through Sunday evening).  The fall weekends are in October.  Is it time for you to attend? Start thinking and praying 

about it now. If you would like more information, please see Mark Hill, Steve Searles, Cindy Pyle, Heather Winger or a 

pastor. Informational brochures and applications are in the gathering area. You can also visit 

brethrenway.wordpress.com. 

BACK TO SCHOOL PRAYERS 
It’s that time again…back to school time. Below are some prayers for our children based on scriptures from Proverbs to help 

you pray for your children (or grandchildren, or others in the church family) as they head back to the classroom this month:  
 

Lord, I pray that my children will love learning; that their hearts would seek to understand the world you have 

created.  The heart of him who has understanding seeks knowledge, but the mouths of fools feed on folly (Proverbs 15:14). 
 

Lord, I pray that you would surround them with friends who make wise choices and encourage their faith.  Whoever 

walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm (Proverbs 13:20). 
 

I pray that their teachers would be wise and gentle.  The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouths of fools 

pour out folly. A gentle tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit (Proverbs 15:2,4). 
 

Lord, I pray that they would work with diligence and put forth their best efforts. The soul of the sluggard craves and gets 

nothing, while the soul of the diligent is richly supplied (Proverbs 13:4). 
 

I pray that they would receive correction well.  The ear that listens to life-giving reproof will dwell among the wise. Whoever 

ignores instruction despises himself, but he who listens to reproof gains intelligence (Proverbs 15:31-32). 
 

I pray that your Word would be on their hearts and in their minds as they learn. Whoever gives thought to the word will 

discover good, and blessed is he who trusts in the LORD (Proverbs 16:20). 
 

I pray that they would be kind to others.  Whoever pursues righteousness and kindness will find life, righteousness, and 

honor. (Proverbs 21:21) 
 

I pray that you would give them the grace of self-control. A man without self-control is like a city broken into and left 

without walls (Proverbs 25:28). 
 

O Lord, hear our prayers!  Amen. 

 

Find these and more prayers from Proverbs and Psalms too at http://www.crosswalk.com/home-page/todays-features/back-to-school-

prayers-from-psalms-proverbs.html  

http://www.crosswalk.com/home-page/todays-features/back-to-school-prayers-from-psalms-proverbs.html
http://www.crosswalk.com/home-page/todays-features/back-to-school-prayers-from-psalms-proverbs.html
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This month’s mission focus 

is on Marcelo & Adriana 

Ferreri in Columbia, 

South America. Marcelo is 

the Senior Pastor and 

oversees all the church 

p l an t s  i n  Mede l l i n , 

Columbia. The Brethren 

churches in Columbia are 

growing and are looking for 

opportunities to plant even 

more congregations. In 2018 they are planning to 

host a South American Summit, inviting fellow 

Brethren from across South America to join in 

worship and fellowship. This will be a gathering 

somewhat like our General Conference, a time when 

they can celebrate the work that God is doing among 

them. In August, 2017 a small group from the U.S. 

will travel to Medellin to meet with the planning and 

leadership team for this event. Those traveling will be 

Scott Soden, Tom Schiefer, and Joe & Janice Burgos. 

Please pray for these meetings and the impact a 

South American Summit will have on our Spanish 

speaking Brethren.  

 

First Brethren is excited to once again be a part of 

North Manchester’s annual Fun Fest activities! We 

hope you’ll join us for one or both of these 

opportunities:  
 

Wednesday, August 9: We’re having a party 

downtown! Join FBC for sno cones, face painting, and 

a worship concert with the FBC Worship Team. The 

fun starts at 6:30 p.m.  
 

Saturday, August 12: It’s Fish Fry time! We’ll be 

holding our annual fish and chicken fry at Warvel 

Park from 4:30—7:00 p.m. All proceeds from this 

year’s event will go to the North Manchester Police 

Department’s K-9 Unit for the care and training of 

Strider. There are still open slots to serve at the 
fish fry. See the sign-up sheet in the foyer or 

contact the office or Chris Walters (982-7526) if you 

can help.  

 

Living Well in Wabash County would like you to 

consider becoming a part of their incredible team of 

volunteers. A Volunteer Information Event will be 

held Thursday, August 10th, at 3:00 p.m. at the 

Dallas L. Winchester Senior Center and Community 

Cupboard Pantry (239 Bond St, Wabash). You will 

have the opportunity to learn about Living Well’s 

volunteer opportunities and talk with current 

volunteers about what they do. Free refreshments 

will be served and you will receive a gift just for 

showing up! If you would like to know more or are 

interested in volunteering with Living Well, please 

contact Leslie at 260-563-4475.  

 

Join the LIFE Center for their annual banquet at the 

Honeywell Center on August 17. Doors open at 6:00 

p.m. Dinner will be provided. This year’s speaker is 

Lacy Buchanan. Lacy and her son Christian are on a 

mission to spread hope to others, share truths about 

having a disability and raising a child with one, and 

showing the world how to overcome life’s toughest 

obstacles. Read more of their story on her blog, 

christianbuchanan.blogspot.com   

 

The Sunday morning greeters do more than just 

hand out bulletins. They are the first point of contact 

for new attendees and help make our visitors and 

guests feel welcome. As a greeter you get the 

opportunity to meet new people and help guide them 

to where they need to be, to see friends who may 

attend a different service than you, and to give lots 

of hugs and handshakes and welcoming smiles. If 

you are interested in being a part of this Welcome 

Team please contact Chris Walters at 982-7526.  
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Children’s Discipleship 
 

August means “Back to School” for many of us.   Here are some 
great ways to encourage your family as a new school year begins:  

 1. Doodle Prayers -Before school each morning, have one of your kids be responsible for doodling 
prayer requests for the day. After you drop off your kids at school, pray for their needs. At the end of the day, 
let them know you prayed for them, and ask how things went. 

 2. God Sighting Sticks- Use these sticks to spark conversations with your kids after school. Use a fun 
container to store these paper strips with conversation prompts to get kids talking about God sightings 
throughout their day. To make the strips more durable you can glue strips to craft sticks. Use the sticks 
during after-school snacks or at dinner to help your kids see how God works in their world. 

Today God helped me at school when…  
I showed someone God’s love today when I… 
I experienced God’s power today when… 
I trusted God today 
I know God loves me because today… 
 

 3. Bus Stop Jingle 
Sing this cute song with your kids to remind them that God is always with 
them as they wait for the school bus.                        
 At the Bus Stop (to the tune of “Take Me Out to the Ball Game”) 
 Take me out to the bus stop. 
 Take me out with my friends. 
 Buy me some school supplies, it’s okay. 
 Let me pray, pray, pray, pray every day; 
 ‘Cause I need some help through the school year. 
 God’s with me, He’s on my side, 
 ’cause it’s one, two, three cheers for me, 
 as I start school, YEA! 
 

 4. Blessing Cards - Help your child create a year’s worth of cards to bless classmates and teachers. 
You’ll need blank greeting cards with envelopes (available at office supply stores) or card stock, various craft 
items for decorating, markers, a photo storage box, and a school-year calendar. Before school starts, 
decorate the cards but leave the inside blank. Read aloud John 13:34-35 and discuss with your child what it 
means to show God’s love to others. Brainstorm different ways your child can show love to others at school. 
Then tell your child he or she can bless people at school by giving kids and teachers a special card during the 
school year. 

Garden (birth-K) and LOFT (1st-6th grade) :  Kids will be finishing their summer themes this 
month.  LOFT kids who memorized verses or returned take home papers to earn tickets will get 
to shop at the prize store the last two weeks of August to spend their tickets.   

Volunteers:  If you are interested in joining the team of volunteers serving in Children’s 
Ministry, we have a few openings beginning in September and hope you will take advantage of 
this way to serve and invest in the lives of our kids.  Please let Lisa Rice or a member of the 
Children’s Discipleship team (Shannon Cook, Chris Metzger, Teresa Mize, Jill Simcoe) know, 
and we can meet with you.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13%3A34-35&version=NIV
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AUGUST SCHEDULE 

WEEKLY PROGRAMS 
 

9:15-10:15 AM, SUNDAYS  

The JH class is meeting in the front part of the Fellowship Hall. 

The HS class meets in the back section of the Fellowship Hall. 
 

6:15-7:45 PM, WEDNESDAYS 

Combined Youth Group meets together in the Fellowship Hall.  

Friends are always welcome to join us! 
 

 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH EVENT 
6:00-8:30 PM, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9 

We are offering face painting and sno-cones to the community during two  

concerts at Fun Fest! Meet by the stage on Market Street if you’re going to help. 

 

 
 

SUNDAY BREAKFAST 
9:15 AM, SUNDAY, AUGUST 13 

Your Sunday School teachers want to feed you breakfast,  

and they know how to make good food! Don’t miss this!  

 
 

 

DISCIPLES’ ACADEMY 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 20-SUNDAY, MAY 20 

If you are in 10th-12th grades and ready to develop  

as a disciple and missionary, consider being part of the Academy!  

Applications are outside Pastor Tim’s office, and must be turned in by August 9. 

 
 

 

THE BASH 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27 

 We’re joining hundreds of youth from Wabash County for this back to school BASH! 

Open to all students in 7th-12th grades, we will leave from our church at 5:30pm,  

and be back by 9:00pm. Games, inflatables, food and a time of worship! 

Parents: if you can be a driver, let Pastor Tim know at 260-578-0631. 

  
 

 
 

REMEDY DRIVE 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 

FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ONLY  

Bring $10 for your ticket. We will leave from our church at 6:15pm.  

The concert is in Fort Wayne. We should be back by 10:30pm.   
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